Nathan Blomgren
Chair

Town of Corte Madera
Parks and Recreation Commission
Meeting

Alden Miles
Commissioner

Emily Janowsky
Commission Vice Chair

Elein Phipps
Commissioner

Louise Brown
Commissioner

Pat Ravasio
Commissioner

Sarah Elsen
Commissioner

Lucy Macpherson
Youth Commissioner

Monday, July 27, 2020 6:30pm
REGULAR MEETING
NOTICE TO PUBLIC: Due to Coronavirus (COVID-19), the July 27, 2020, special meeting of the Parks and
Recreation Commission will occur via videoconference only. All Commission members will be participating
remotely, and residents are urged to follow the orders issued by the Marin County Public Health Officer and
Governor and participate in the meeting remotely as well. As allowed under the Governor’s Executive Order N29-20 (March 17, 2020), during the duration of the COVID emergency the Town of Corte Madera will no longer
offer an in-person meeting location for the public to attend.

Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting remotely through the following link:
https://tinyurl.com/yanl69rx
(No Pre-Registration Needed- Click on Link at Meeting Start Time)
You can also call in using: 1 (408) 638-0968 (Zoom webinar ID: 916-0411-9216)
Or iPhone one-tap: +14086380968,,91604119216#
Submit public comment remotely by:
1. Emailing PublicComment@tcmmail.org prior to 3:00 P.M. on the day of the meeting.
2. Emailing PublicComment@tcmmail.org during the meeting.
3. Joining the meeting using the link above and selecting the “Raise Hand” icon during the meeting
to provide public comment verbally when recognized by staff at the appointed time. If you have
called in to the meeting, press *9 to add yourself to the speaker queue during the meeting.
Anyone with a disability needing further assistance with public comment should contact the Town
Clerk at least 3 hours before the beginning of the meeting to make alternative arrangements at
rvaughn@tcmmail.org or 415-927-5050.
Click here for more information on how view the meeting and submit public comment remotely.
________________________________________________________________________________
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG
2. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
At the beginning of each regular Commission meeting, any member of the public may address the
Commission concerning any item not on the Commission’s agenda. Speakers will be limited to three
(3) minutes unless otherwise specified by the Chair or the Presiding Officer. The public will be given
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an opportunity to speak on each agenda item at the time it is called. The Commission may discuss
and/or take action regarding any or all of the items listed below. Once the public comment portion of
any item on this agenda has been closed by the Commission no further comment from the public will
be permitted unless authorized by the Chair or the Commission and if so authorized, said additional
public comment shall be limited to the provision of information not previously provided to the
Commission or as otherwise limited by order of the Chair or Commission.

3. PRESENTATIONS
3 A. Introduction to Community Gardens by Lauren Klein, U.C. Cooperative Extension Marin
Community Garden Program Coordinator
4. CONSENT CALENDAR
The purpose of the Consent Calendar is to group items together which are routine or have
been discussed previously and do not require further discussion. They will be approved by a
single motion. Any member of the Commission, Town Staff, or the Public may request removal
of an item for discussion. Rescheduling of the item(s) will be at the discretion of the Chair and
Commission.
4 A. Approval of Draft Minutes of the June 29, 2020 Special Commission Meeting

5. BUSINESS ITEMS
5 A. Discussion Regarding Rules And Hours Of Operation For Dog Park And The Concern
About Dogs Off-leash In Town Park

6. STAFF UPDATE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS
 Director Update
 Commissioner Reports
 Updates from Recent Town Council Meetings
 Executive Advisory Committee
 Town Park Master Plan Committee
 Individual Commissioner Updates

7. ROUTINE AND OTHER MATTERS
The following items do not require a formal hearing, although the Chair and staff will indicate
why each item is on the agenda. Commission may decide to reschedule the item as a public
hearing.
7 A. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS


Community Garden
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7 B. TEMS FOR YEARLY REVIEW
Month
January

Agenda Items
Commission meeting schedule
 Capital Improvements: Director Public Works
February  Commission Strategic Planning/Goals
March

April
May



 Budget
 Summer Brochure Preview
 Reorganize Commission (Select Chair & Vice Chair at end of meeting)
 Commission Capital Improvement Wish List
 Volunteer of the Year
 Summer Camp Presentation
 Commission Capital Improvement Wish List

June
July
August  Update: Commission Goals
September  Summer Camp Re-Cap
 Review: Corte Madera Age Friendly Intergenerational Center
 Capital Improvements: Director Public Works
October  Fee Resolution Discussion
 Commission Goals
November  Annual Programming Report
December
7 C. TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June

COMMISSIONER
Blomgren
Phipps
Ravasio
Weingart
Miles
Elsen

MONTH
July
August
September
October
November
December

COMMISSIONER
Janowsky
Blomgren
Phipps
Ravasio
Brown
Miles

8. ADJOURNMENT
Next regular meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2020
DOCUMENTS: All documents relating to agenda items are available for the public review in
the Parks and Recreation Departments of the Town of Corte Madera Offices at 498
Tamalpais Dr., between the hours of 8am – 5pm Monday – Thursday. Staff reports are
normally available on Thursday afternoon preceding the Monday meeting. It is recommended
that you contact the Parks and Recreation Department for availability.
APPEAL: Following the actions by the Parks and Recreation Commission at a public
hearing or meeting, any decision of the Commission may be appealed to the Town Council
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within TEN (10) calendar days.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Parks
and Recreation Department at (415) 927-5072. For auxiliary aids or services or other
reasonable accommodations to be provide by Town at or before the meeting, please notify
the Parks and Recreation Department at least 3 business days (the Wednesday before the
meeting) in advance of the meeting date. If the Town does not receive timely notification of
your reasonable request, the Town may not be able to make the necessary arrangements
by the time of the meeting.
NOTIFICATION LIST: To sign up to receive automatic notifications regarding meetings and
agendas, please visit the Town's website at https://www.townofcortemadera.org and click on
"Notify Me" to register, or email the Town Clerk at: rvaughn@tcmmail.org
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TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING
VIA TELECONFERENCE DUE TO COVID-19
JUNE 29, 2020
DRAFT MINUTES

Commissioners
Present:
Nathan Blomgren
Louise Brown
Sarah Elsen
Alden Miles
Elein Phipps
Pat Ravasio
Absent:

Emily Janowsky
Cambry Weingart, Youth Commissioner (was present, intermittently, due to
connectivity problems)

Staff
Present:

Ashley Howe, Parks & Recreation Director
Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG
Chair Blomgren opened the Regular Meeting at 6:32 p.m.
2. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Pati Stoliar asked if something could be done to make the bathroom in the Park Madera
Center Yoga Studio more accessible and usable.
Town Clerk Vaughn read an email from Mr. Joel DeVilbiss expressing concern about dogs offleash in Town Park. It is a frequent and serious problem. Dogs are also swimming in the low
canal which is noisy and disrupts the wildlife. People should use the new Dog Park.
Ms. Diane Dillon agreed with the comments made by Mr. DeVilbiss. She asked about the
enforcement of dogs off-leash in Town Park and the projected hours of the Dog Park.
3. PRESENTATIONS
A. Recognition of Service for Outgoing Youth Commissioner Cambry Weingart
Chair Blomgren thanked Youth Commissioner Weingart for her participation on the Commission
and her advocacy for the youth of Corte Madera. Town Clerk Vaughn stated a Certificate of
Recognition would be mailed to Ms. Weingart this week.
4. CONSENT CALENDAR
A. Approval of Draft Minutes of May 18, 2020 Regular Commission Meeting
1
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M/s, Brown/Ravasio and approved unanimously through a roll call vote (Janowsky and Weingart
absent) to approve the May 18, 2020 minutes as corrected.
5.

BUSINESS ITEMS
A. Discussion and Action to Approve Name, Dog Park at Town Park

Parks & Recreation Director Howe presented the staff report. Staff advertised through the Town
Newsletter, social media, etc. to solicit names for the new Dog Park. The top picks included: 1)
Town Bark; 2) Bark Park; 3) Canine Commons; 4) The Bark at Town Park; 5) The Barking Lot;
6) Creekside Dog Park.
Commissioner Ravasio stated she likes the name “Town Bark” and any sign should say “Corte
Madera Town Bark”. She likes the play on words and did not want to make it too complicated.
Commissioner Phipps agreed with Commissioner Ravasio. She noted “Town Bark” got the most
votes in the survey.
Commissioner Brown and Chair Blomgren agreed and stated they should go with what the Town
voted for.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
Mr. Joel DeVilbis stated he did not see any issues with the name containing the word “bark”.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
M/s, Ravasio/Brown, and approved unanimously through a roll call vote (Janowsky and
Weingart absent) to adopt the name “Corte Madera Town Bark” as the official name of the new
Town Dog Park.
Parks & Parks Recreation Director Howe stated the Commission reviewed the proposed rules
and hours of operation at its May 18th meeting. The hours of operation will be posted on a
separate sign as requested by the Commission. These hours of operation were determined by the
Planning Commission as a part of the Conditional Use Permit for the park. A phone number for
reporting infractions would also be included on this sign. She suggested the Commission discuss
how it would like to proceed with the type of enforcement at its July meeting.
Commissioner Elsen asked if the discussion about enforcement would include off-leash dogs in
Town Park. Parks & Parks & Recreation Director Howe stated “yes” if that is the desire of the
Commission.
Chair Blomgren asked if the Dog Park hours of operation matched the hours of operation for
Town Park.
Parks & Parks & Recreation Director Howe stated the hours of operation for all Town parks
were sunrise to sunset.
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Commissioner Ravasio asked if there would be a lock on the Dog Park gate. Parks &
Recreation Director Howe stated the gate would remain unlocked. Commissioner Ravasio asked
staff to contact other jurisdictions about methods of enforcement. She would be happy to help.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
Mr. Joel DeVilbis stated checking with other jurisdictions was a good idea but they need to keep
in mind that some of those dog parks are not located next to houses.
Mr. David Macpherson, Corte Madera Avenue, suggested installing signage at the Dog Park
notifying the public that this issue will be discussed at the July Parks and Recreation
Commission meeting.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
Chair Blomgren asked staff to place this issue the July meeting agenda.
B. Discussion and Possible Action to Re-confirm Sub-Committee and Timeline, Updating
the Town Park Master Plan
Town Clerk Vaughn presented the staff report and stated the subcommittee consists of
Commissioners Ravasio and Phipps. The original draft timeline had the process beginning in
September/October 2019 and ending in May, 2020.
Chair Blomgren stated the types of outreach and planning make sense regardless of the dates of
the timeline. He asked the subcommittee to submit an updated schedule, etc. at the next
Commission meeting.
Town Clerk Vaughn stated the subcommittee could also make a list of the tasks already
completed or no longer relevant.
Commissioner Ravasio stated the subcommittee needs to spend time discussing the focus and
getting some policy direction from the Town before going out to the community. Things have
changed due to COVID-19.
Commissioner Phipps agreed- they need to regroup and get direction from the policy makers.
The changes to the Age Friendly Intergenerational Center need to be taken into consideration.
Commissioner Ravasio stated the subcommittee needs to meet with Town Manager Cusimano,
Parks & Recreation Director Howe, and perhaps Director of Public Works Suokko to get
information on what is possible.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
There were no comments.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
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Chair Blomgren stated this should be a standing agenda item to keep the momentum going. He
asked the subcommittee to meet with staff.
C. Discussion and Direction to Staff Regarding Updating and Optimizing the Parks and
Recreation Department’s Website, Registration System and Public Outreach Practices
Parks & Recreation Director Howe presented the staff report. She asked for comments on the
current communication strategies outlined by the Town’s new communication consultant with
respect to: 1) Updates to the Department Website; 2) Current registration process for events and
programs; 3) Department communication with program participants and its general outreach
strategies. The consultant would be crafting a Town-wide survey.
Commissioner Miles asked if they could make comments about the underlying technology that is
being used. Parks & Recreation Director Howe stated she would be happy to submit any
suggested changes to the consultant. Commissioner Miles asked if this review would include
publically available platforms that are easy to use. Parks & Recreation Director Howe stated
“yes”.
Town Clerk Vaughn stated the current iteration of the Town Website was started in 2015 and it
is due for a refresh by the Website provider.
Commissioner Elsen stated the information in the department brochure is not necessarily
organized the same way that the class information is organized on the Website. There is no
overlap and they do not work together. The site should allow you to click on the link for the
classes. It is frustrating and difficult to sign up for classes.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
There were no comments.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
D. Verbal Update on 2020 Volunteer of the Year
Parks & Recreation Director Howe presented the staff report. She suggested advertising in July
2020 and accepting applications through September 1st. She would like to remove age from the
qualifications to encourage as many applications as possible. The Commission could review
applications at the September meeting.
Commissioner Ravasio asked if this award is in addition to what was traditionally the Citizen of
the Year Award given by the Town Council. The recipient would then ride in the 4th of July
Parade. She asked if they were skipping this award this year. Parks & Recreation Director
Howe stated “yes”. Commissioner Ravasio asked if this award pertained to any individual
regardless of whether or not they contributed to Parks and Recreation. Parks & Recreation
Director Howe stated “yes”. Commissioner Ravasio stated she would like to tie this into the
holidays and the Corte Madera Band Concert.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
4

4A

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Ms. Julie Kritzberger gave a history of the Citizen of the Year Award. In the past, the Chamber
of Commerce gave out the Business of the Year Award, the Town Council gave out the Citizen
of the Year Award (honored in the 4th of July Parade), and the Parks and Recreation Commission
gave out the Senior Citizen of the Year Award. The Senior Citizen Award was renamed the
Volunteer of the Year.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
M/s, Elsen/Ravasio and approved unanimously through a roll call vote (Janowsky and Weingart
absent) to approve the staff recommendation for the Volunteer of the Year Award, opening it up
to all ages, not limiting the service to Parks and Recreation, and to begin accepting applications
in July and reviewing them in September.
6. STAFF UPDATE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS
 Director Update
Parks & Recreation Director Howe reported the Dog Park officially opens tomorrow although
there was a soft opening last week. She gave an update on the weekly community outreach and
noted staff made 113 calls to participants in the senior programs the week of June 22nd. Camp
2020 will include two, three week sessions. Session One begins Monday, July 6th and there are
currently seven registrations and five scholarships awardees. Session Two has nine registrations
and five scholarship awardees. Staff decided to cancel the Virtual Camp since there was not
enough interest which allowed her to reduce the “in-person” camp fees. Fees have been reduced
for the three week session from $1,200 to $800. Payment plans and scholarship opportunities are
available. She thanked the Lions Club, the Corte Madera Foundation, and the Beautification
Committee for their donations totaling $10,000. Virtual classes are beginning the week of July
6th along with contract soccer camps, tennis, skateboarding, and an all-sports camp. These
camps will be following the guidelines issued by Marin County. Businesses are able to rent park
space for fitness classes. Yellow approval signs will be issued and displayed. These classes also
need to follow the County guidelines, submit an application and a deposit, and provide a site
specific protection plan. Staff is reviewing the Memorial Plaque and Bench Policy in an attempt
to try to streamline the process. The Public Works Department is also looking at the approved
style of bench. The Commission will be reviewing the update policy. Staff is in the process of
updating participant forms, waivers, and instructor proposal forms. She is also in the process of
reviewing all the Department practices, goals, etc. Staff is preparing to move the department
offices from the Green Room back into the former office space. She is reviewing proposals for
office furniture while also utilizing the existing furniture. The Public Works Department has
been working on a tracking mechanism for recreation related Capital Improvement Projects as
requested by Chair Blomgren. Staff is obtaining costs from contractors for the Town Park Rest
Room Project and asking authorization from the Town Council to spend up to $25,000. Work
should begin in late July or early August and take about two months. Recreation Supervisor
Hernandez is working on the Picnic Table Refurbishment Project with the Public Works
Department- work is scheduled to conclude before the end of the year. She noted the Public
Works Department has quite a few open projects and is doing its best to manage the workload.
July is “Parks and Recreation Month” and staff would like the Town Council to adopt a
Proclamation at its July 7th meeting. She discussed the virtual opening for the Dog Park that
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took place last week. She asked for Commissioners to volunteer to participate in the “Ribbon
Cutting and Official Naming of the Dog Park Ceremony” occurring tomorrow.
Commissioner Ravasio asked if the Town Park Rest Room Project would exceed $25,000. Parks
& Recreation Director Howe stated “yes” but she was not sure by how much.
Chair Blomgren opened the meeting to public comments.
There were no comments.
Chair Blomgren closed the meeting to public comments.
Town Clerk Vaughn noted Youth Commissioner Weingart made contact and was a participant in
the meeting. Parks & Recreation Director Howe thanked her for her service to the Town and
contributions to the Commission.


Commissioner Reports
- Updates from Recent Town Council Meetings

Commissioner Ravasio reported at its recent meeting the Council discussed the Town Park Rest
Room Project, the Skunk Hollow Project, and their retreat.
-

Executive Advisory Committee

Chair Blomgren stated the committee did not meet directly with Parks & Recreation Director
Howe this month. He encouraged Commissioners to contact him if they want to place an item on
the agenda.
-

CMPR/IGC Programming Ad-Hoc Committee- on hiatus

Chair Blomgren stated the committee is on hiatus. Parks & Recreation Director Howe stated this
is probably now outside of the realm of the Commission.
-

Individual Commissioner Updates

Commissioner Ravasio reported she was approached by several residents about creating a
Community Garden. This has been discussed by the Commission in the past. At one time
representatives of the Tam Ridge Apartments offered to create a community garden on the Porter
Cooley site (next to the bike path). There are resources that might be available and people are
doing more gardening during the pandemic. Chair Blomgren stated this could be a part of the
Town Park Master Plan Update. He suggested putting this on an upcoming agenda.
Commissioner Brown stated the use of Town Park has changed during the pandemic and it
seems to be less of a transactional park and more of a community space. They need to make the
best use of those outdoor spaces while making sure people congregate safely.
Commissioner Elsen stated it would be nice to have a list of Town owned properties.
Community gardens do not require a lot of space.
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7. ROUTINE AND OTHER MATTERS
A. Future Agenda Items
Chair Blomgren stated the following would be on a future agenda: 1) Discussion regarding rules
and hours of operation for Dog Park and the concern about dogs off-leash in Town Park; 2)
Report from Subcommittee on updating the Town Park Master Plan; 3) Discussion regarding the
creation of a community garden.
B. Items for Yearly Review
Chair Blomgren stated the Capital Improvements “Wish List” was synonymous with the Town
Park Master Plan. Commissioner Ravasio asked if they could investigate the possibility of a
basketball court on the Bay Side. Commissioner Elsen stated this could be studied in
conjunction with the list of available Town owned land.
8. OATH OF OFFICE FOR NEW AND RE-APPOINTED COMMISSIONERS
Town Clerk Vaughn administered the Oath of Office to Commissioners Elsen, Miles, and Youth
Commissioner Lucy McPherson. She noted she would administer the oath to Vice Chair
Janowsky at another time.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. Chair Blomgren stated the next Regular Meeting was
scheduled for Monday, July 27, 2020.
Respectfully submitted
Toni DeFrancis
Recording Secretary
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CORTE MADERA
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

REPORT DATE: July 23, 2020
MEETING DATE: July 27, 2020
TO:

Honorable Chair and Members of the Commission

FROM:

Ashley Howe, Parks and Recreation Director

SUBJECT:

Discussion Regarding Rules and Hours of Operation for Dog Park and the
Concern about Dogs Off-leash in Town Park


RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Review and discuss community feedback submitted regarding general compliance with dog park
rules since the official opening on June 29, 2020, and concerns regarding dogs off-leash in Town
Park. Staff recommends 1) outlining options for addressing the reporting of infractions at the dog
park and greater Town Park 2) Discuss any revisions to existing dog park operational hours or
rules, 3) Pursue renderings for permanent signage pending any revisions, and 4) Provide any
additional direction for staff as needed.
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
At the May 18, 2020 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, the Commission reviewed and
approved the proposed rules for the Corte Madera Dog Park to be located in Town Park. A copy
of the approved rules are provided in Attachment 1.
Staff notes that the Commission also recommended that dog park operational hours be posted on
separate signage, so that any future revisions to the operational hours would not result in
reprinting of the rules signage. For the Commission’s reference, the Town’s Planning
Commission, upon its approval of the Design Review and Conditional Use Permit, set the hours
for the park as: June to September: 7am to 7pm, October to May: 7am to 5pm.
Should the Commission wish to post a phone number or instructions for reporting of any
infractions, that information could be printed on the hours signage as well. As of the June 29,
2020 Commission meeting, the Central Marin Police Authority prefers that the Town be first line
of reporting for any infractions, as that is how it is handled with the dog parks in Larkspur and
San Anselmo.
At the June 29, 2020 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, the Commission agreed with
staff suggestion of soliciting community feedback for the first month of operation (June 29-July
27, 2020) to determine a plan for addressing the reporting of infractions and monitoring the
facility for general compliance with dog park rules.

5A

Community Feedback was solicited through signage posted at the dog park and on Facebook on
June 30, 2020 following the official park opening on June 29, 2020.
Signage used to solicit community feedback:

Community Feedback collected between June 30 – July 23, 2020 regarding Corte Madera
Town Bark (generalized):
- Request for benches (3)
- Concern re: gates and dogs ability to push open/not latching as intended (4)
- Dog walkers bringing more than six dogs.
- Communication requested of Maintenance staff who plan to open gates while dogs are in
the park. Request that staff notify dog park users to provide an opportunity for them to
leash the dogs to prevent them from running into the park.
- Request for more trash cans with dog poop bags be placed near signs indicating dogs on
leash.
- Concern regarding group of large dog owners exercising dogs off leash outside the dog
park and at early hours.
- Dogs using the low canal and at early hours
- Concerns that historic drainage issues were not addressed during construction in the
lower portion of the area. Potential standing water, mud, and contamination if mixed with
fecal matter that would result in gastro-intestinal problems for dogs.
- Observation that the hoses in the wash area turn off in 5-10 seconds after the button is
pushed.
- Concern with potential mauling incidents by dogs off-leash and out of owner’s control.
- Concern with owners not cleaning up after dogs off-leash.
- Observation that a sign indicating that dogs must be on a leash was removed and not
replaced on the rail path between the Montecito and Willow/Tunnel intersection and that
laws are not enforced.
2

-

Request for:
o Bigger, more explicit signage, more frequently posted throughout public areas.
o If signs are vandalized or removed, they need to be immediately replaced.
o We need a postcard sent to every resident explaining the leash law and
repercussions for disobeying it. This is town law that applies to all residents and
visitors, not up to individual interpretation.
o And most of all, abusers need to be ticketed, with an increasing scale of
punishment for repeated violations.

Functional issues and concerns were shared with Public Works staff. Public Works
progress toward addressing functional concerns and observations:
- Benches: waiting for three to arrive and be installed within the dog park.
- Gates: contracted company was scheduled to address issues and install handles on the
outside of the gates on June 22. Gates would be removed and reinstalled by Friday, June
24, 2020. In the meantime, Public Works staff posted signage on at the dog park to
indicate the maintenance work, timeline, and direction for users to access the park via the
maintenance gate while the main entrance is temporarily closed with orange fencing.
- Drainage: Assured that Public Works is aware of the concern and refining a plan to
address it.
As directed by the Commission at the June 29, 2020 meeting, staff has solicited sample policies
and practices of enforcement related to dog parks and off-leash exercise of dogs in public spaces.
To date, samples generally rely on local law enforcement or an animal control officer to respond
to reported infractions via phone number posted on the park sign. Some agencies define the
length of a leash and a designated fine after a set number of reported & corroborated infractions.
Marin County Parks does not permit dogs to enterer playground or play areas, marshes, tide
pools, ponds, or other sensitive wildlife areas. They have a website
(https://www.marincountyparks.org/parkspreserves) available to search County areas where dogs
are approved on-leash (58) and under voice control (25).
Staff will continue to solicit feedback through member agencies of the California Park &
Recreation Society, Park and Recreation Facebook groups, and internet research.
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact associated with the requested action.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:
This activity is not defined as a project under CEQA (Section 15378 CEQA Guidelines).
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Rules for the Corte Madera Dog Park, Approved May 18, 2020.
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ATTACHMENT 1

Rules for the Corte Madera Dog Park, Approved May 18, 2020
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