MEETING AGENDA
TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
CLIMATE ACTION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, November 18, 2020
5:30 P.M.
VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE ONLY
NOTICE TO PUBLIC:
Due to Coronavirus (COVID-19), the November 18, 2020, meeting of the Climate Action Committee will occur via
videoconference only. All committee members will be participating remotely, and residents are urged to follow the orders
issued by the Marin County Public Health Officer and Governor and participate in the meeting remotely as well. As allowed
under the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020), during the duration of the COVID emergency the Town of
Corte Madera will no longer offer an in-person meeting location for the public to attend.

Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting remotely through the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/94728103094
(No Pre-Registration Needed- Click on Link at Meeting Start Time)
Zoom webinar ID: 947 2810 3094
Or call in using the following phone number: 1 (408) 638-0968
Or iPhone one tap: +14086380968,,94728103094#
Submit public comment remotely by:
1.
Emailing PublicComment@tcmmail.org prior to 3:00 P.M. on the day of the meeting.
2.
Emailing PublicComment@tcmmail.org during the meeting.
3.
Registering for the meeting at the link above and selecting the “Raise Hand” icon during the meeting to provide
public comment verbally when recognized by the Clerk at the appointed time.
Anyone with a disability needing further assistance with public comment should contact the Clerk at least 2 hours before
the beginning of the meeting to make alternative arrangements at rvaughn@tcmmail.org or 415-927-5050.
Click here for more information on how to log in to watch the meeting and submit public comment remotely.

1.

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

2.

OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC REGARDING NON-AGENDA ITEMS
(Anyone wishing to speak on non-agenda items will be recognized at this time. These items can
legally have no action as they are not on the agenda. There is a three minute time limit.)

3.

GENERAL BUSINESS
(Anyone wishing to speak on agenda items will be recognized after the Committee has
concluded their initial discussions. There is a three minute time limit for public comment per
item.)
A. Update From Staff Regarding Revisions to Climate Action Plan, As Recommended By the
Climate Action Committee, And Next Steps For Formal Adoption of the Revised Plan
The Committee will receive an update from Phil Boyle, Senior Planner

B. Discussion and Possible Recommendation To Town Council Regarding Climate Emergency
Resolution
The Committee will discuss the proposed draft resolution, and any committee member
contributions to the draft, and consider providing a recommendation to Town Council
regarding adoption of a Resolution declaring a Climate Emergency.
B.1. Draft Climate Emergency Resolution
B.2. Draft Resolution with Proposed Edits Received, To Date
C. Review of Recommended Climate Action Plan (CAP) Actions by each Subcommittee
Sub-committees will each present items for recommendation to the Town Council for
Committee discussion. The Committee members will be asked to vote on which items to
forward to the Town Council for possible action.
D. Discussion and Consideration of a Proposal to MCE Clean Energy to Adopt A Resolution
Favoring a Carbon Fee and Dividend
Presentation and discussion will be led by Vice Mayor David Kunhardt
Attachments:
D.1. Memo to Dawn Weisz, MCE Clean Energy, Dated November 9, 2020
D.2. Draft of Proposed Resolution

4.

CONFIRM NEXT MEETING DATE AND ADJOURN

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Town Clerk at 415-927-5085. For auxiliary aids or services or other reasonable
accommodations to be provided by the Town at or before the meeting please notify the Town Clerk at least 2
business days (the Monday before the meeting) in advance of the meeting date. If the town does not receive
timely notification of your reasonable request, the town may not be able to make the necessary arrangements by
the time of the meeting.

3B Attachment 1 Draft Resolution

RESOLUTION NO. _____
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE
MADERA DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY
WHEREAS, the Town Council is devoted to protecting and promoting the health,
safety, and welfare of its residents; and
WHEREAS, the Town General Plan and Climate Action Plan seeks to improve,
enhance, and preserve the environment and to promote the Town’s long-term
environmental sustainability and livability; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council agrees with the consensus among climate scientists
that global climate and ecological crises are underway; and,
WHEREAS, on September 10, 2018, the State of California’s Governor Brown signed
Executive Order B-55-18, which establishes a goal for California to achieve
greenhouse gas net zero emissions by 2045 and after that sequestering more
greenhouse gases than are being emitted and, on the same day, Senate Bill 100 was
passed, which set a 100% clean electricity goal for the state by 2045; and
WHEREAS, in 2018, the 4th Annual National and California Climate Change
Assessments warned that extreme weather and climate-related events in the United
States are worsening, predicting increased droughts and heat waves in the western
U.S. resulting in increased intensity and magnitude of wildfires, declined snow pack
and water supply, increased flooding, impacted agriculture, as well as substantial
damages to the economy and human health, unless greenhouse gas emissions are
immediately and dramatically curbed; and
WHEREAS, global average temperatures are at their highest level since
measurements commenced, and the trend is rising further; and
WHEREAS, the critical tipping points that we are rapidly approaching must be avoided,
as they will have cascading effects on the survival of our species; and
WHEREAS, common sense and morality indicate that humanity can no longer safely
emit GHGs and must demand an emergency mobilization effort to rapidly reach zero
emissions across all sectors to safely remove excess greenhouse gases from the
atmosphere; to preserve and restore the Earth’s biodiversity; to implement safety
measures to protect all people and species from the consequences of abrupt warming

in the near-term; and to cultivate a shift toward climate resiliency that prioritizes
conservation, community, and independence from fossil fuels and other petroleum
products; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera has taken a number of important actions to
reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions and enhance quality of life in our community
including sustainable land use planning, adoption of green building requirements,
adoption of its first Climate Action Plan in 2018, and securing 100% renewable energy
with MCE Deep Green for town facilities in 2016; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera is on the verge of adopting a revised and
clarified Climate Action Plan; and
WHEREAS, on ________ 2020, the Town Climate Action Committee held a public
meeting to consider this resolution and recommended the Town Council adopt this
resolution;
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Town Council declares that a climate
emergency threatens our town, region, state, nation, humanity and the natural world;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera affirms the need for the
understanding, participation and collaboration of the broader Corte Madera community
for all actions and initiatives the Town may adopt in response to the climate emergency
and commits to providing outreach, information and education for Corte Madera
residents, businesses, and Town staff on the urgency of climate responses, reduction
of GHG emissions, the policies and strategies to advance sustainability and resilience;
and to regularly assess its GHG reduction goals, actions and policies and provide
progress reports and metrics annually; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work
with staff to include consideration and prioritization of consistency with the Town
Climate Action Plan 2030, as amended or updated, in all relevant staff reports, just as it
currently considers fiscal impact, General Plan consistency and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work
with staff to earmark specific funds for greenhouse gas and climate change mitigation
for the fiscal year 2020-2021 and all subsequent years in which atmospheric carbon
and carbon equivalents are in excess of 350 parts per million; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera joins and will advocate for a

nation-wide call for a regional, national, and international climate emergency
mobilization effort at all levels of government to reverse global warming and the
ecological crisis.
The foregoing Resolution was adopted at the regular meeting of the Corte Madera
Town Council held on _____________, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

_____________________
Eli Beckman, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________
Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk

DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR COMMENT

3B.2 Draft Resolution
With Suggested Edits in
Redline

DRAFT
RESOLUTION NO. _____
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY
WHEREAS, the Town Council is devoted to protecting and promoting the health, safety, and
welfare of its residents; and
WHEREAS, the Town General Plan and Climate Action Plan seeks to improve, enhance, and
preserve the environment and to promote the Town’s long-term environmental sustainability and
livability; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council agrees with the consensus among climate scientists that global
climate and ecological crises are underway; and
WHEREAS, on September 10, 2018, the State of California’s Governor Brown signed Executive
Order B-55-18, which establishes a goal for California to achieve greenhouse gas net zero
emissions by 2045 and after that sequestering more greenhouse gases than are being emitted
and, on the same day, Senate Bill 100 was passed, which set a 100% clean electricity goal for
the state by 2045; and
WHEREAS, in 2018, the 4th Annual National and California Climate Change Assessments
warned that extreme weather and climate-related events in the United States are worsening,
predicting increased droughts and heat waves in the western U.S. resulting in increased
intensity and magnitude of wildfires, declined snowpacksnow pack and water supply, increased
flooding, impacted agriculture, as well as substantial damages to the economy and human
health, unless greenhouse gas emissions are immediately and dramatically curbed; and
WHEREAS, global average temperatures are at their highest level since measurements
commenced, and the trend is rising further; and
WHEREAS, the critical climate tipping points, as defined by IPCC AR5, that we are rapidly
approaching must be avoided, ¬as they will have cascading effects on the survival of our
species; and
WHEREAS, common sense and morality indicate that humanity can no longer safely emit
GHGs and must demand an emergency mobilization effort to rapidly reach zero emissions
across all sectors to safely remove excess greenhouse gases from the atmosphere; to preserve
and restore the Earth’s biodiversity; to implement safety measures to protect all people and
species from the consequences of abrupt warming in the near-term; and to cultivate a shift
toward climate resiliency that prioritizes conservation, community, and independence from fossil
fuels and other petroleum products; and

DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR COMMENT
WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera has taken a number of important actions to reduce
Greenhouse Gas emissions and enhance quality of life in our community including sustainable
land use planning, adoption of green building requirements, adoption of its first Climate Action
Plan in 2018, and securing 100% renewable energy with MCE Deep Green for town facilities in
2016; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera is on the verge of adopting a revised and clarified
Climate Action Plan; and
WHEREAS, on ________ 2020, the Town Climate Action Committee held a public meeting to
consider this resolution and recommended the Town Council adopt this resolution.
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Town Council declares that a climate emergency
threatens our town, region, state, nation, humanity and the natural world; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera affirms the need for the
understanding, participation and collaboration of the broader Corte Madera community for all
actions and initiatives the Town may adopt in response to the climate emergency and commits
to providing outreach, information and education for Corte Madera residents, businesses, and
Town staff on the urgency of climate responses, reduction of GHG emissions, the policies and
strategies to advance sustainability and resilience; and to regularly assess its GHG reduction
goals, actions and policies and provide progress reports and metrics annually; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
include support by the Town of Corte Madera in concrete actions that are in concert with County
of Marin and the State of California in their common goal to achieve greenhouse gas net zero
emissions by 2045.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
include consideration and prioritization of consistency with the Town Climate Action Plan 2030,
as amended or updated, in all relevant staff reports, just as it currently considers fiscal impact,
General Plan consistency and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council directs the Town Manager to work with staff to
earmark specific funds for greenhouse gas and climate change mitigation for the fiscal year
2020-2021 and all subsequent years in which atmospheric carbon and carbon equivalents are in
excess of 350 parts per million; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Corte Madera joins and will advocate for a nationwide call for regionalfor a regional, national, and international climate emergency mobilization
efforts at all levels of government to reverse global warming and the ecological crisis.
The foregoing Resolution was adopted at the regular meeting of the Corte Madera Town
Council held on _____________, by the following vote:

DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR COMMENT

AYES:
NOES: ABSENT: ABSTAIN:
_____________________
Eli Beckman, Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________
Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk

3D.1 - Memo to Dawn Weisz
Carbon Pricing Policy Memo

9 November 2020
To:

Dawn Weisz, CEO
MCE Clean Energy

CC:

MCE Board of Directors

From: David W Kunhardt
Corte Madera Vice Mayor
RE:

Proposal for MCE Clean Energy Regarding a Carbon Fee & Dividend

I request the Board of Directors of MCE Clean Energy adopt a resolution supporting
federal action on carbon pricing. Specifically, that MCE recommend to our
representatives in the U.S. House and Senate that they take up and pass legislation
to initiate a socially just fee on the carbon content of fossil fuels, to be distributed to
all Americans, similar to proposals in the current Congress, for adoption in the new
Congress in 2021.
Three legislative proposals close to realizing this policy are in process in 2020,
which will sunset at year-end so a new bill will need to be introduced in the 117th
Congress:
 H.R, 763 (Deutsch) called the “Energy Innovation & Carbon Dividend Act”
with 82 co-sponsors. See: energyinnovationact.org
 S. 2284 (Coons & Feinstein) “The Climate Action Rebate Act” see Here
 S. ___ (Durbin) “America’s Clean Future Fund Act” see Here, or Here
My request is that MCE support the concept, referring to the above as precedents.
This is the path acted upon by, among others, former Federal Reserve Chair Janet
Yellen as an independent adviser. See: “U.S. could adopt a carbon tax under a
Biden presidency”. The principal reason why MCE should take this step can be
summarized by this top-line finding of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission
Sept 2020 report, Managing Climate Risk in the U.S. Financial System:
“Financial markets will only be able to channel resources efficiently to activities
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions if an economy-wide price on carbon is in
place at a level that reflects the true social cost of those emissions.”
Econometric models by REMI, by the U.S. Treasury Dept.’s Office of Tax Analysis,
and by Stanford University, Columbia University, and M.I.T. all support the core
importance and exceptional effectiveness of putting a price on carbon on reducing
the costly consequences of the free burning of fossil fuels.
1
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Local precedents for carbon fee & dividend policy support
Several state & local precedents exist for MCE taking this stand (partial listing):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sept 2016: The CA State Legislature adopted AJR 43 supporting CF&D
April 2017: The Marin Board of Supervisors passed a similar resolution
Aug. 2018: Sonoma Clean Power adopts resolution supporting CF&D*
2016-2019: Over 130 counties and municipalities across the U.S. passed
similar resolutions, including cities of Oakland and Santa Rosa, Sonoma and
San Mateo Counties, and the State of Utah.
5. Jan. 2020: The City & County of San Francisco passed a resolution
specifically supporting H.R. 763.
Why this policy?
Carbon pricing is a core non-partisan approach to righting the political economy.
The fundamental shortcoming in our shared economy is that we subsidize the
production of fossil fuels directly and by not charging for the enormous consequence
of their use. Placing a fee on the production of fossil fuels at their source—the mine,
the well-head, the ports—will begin to assess for the public losses in air quality,
negative health and climate effects of our use of those fuels. To the extent that
producers pass along the cost to consumers, the fee on carbon production will lead a
ubiquitous change in behavior as businesses and people seek cleaner alternatives.
A fee on carbon will send a pricing signal through the entire economy: not just
power production, but also transportation, buildings, and manufacturing of all
kinds. The economy will immediately begin to innovate away from fossil fuel
products to greener ones. In this fashion, a carbon fee acts as a fundamental core
solution that will enhance all the rest of our efforts—including re-balancing the
energy generation that MCE Clean Energy is responsible for into a more favorable
competitive position.
Why now?
A new national Administration will commence in January 2021. This is the key
time to influence that team working now to assemble the toolkit for climate action.
If the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis advice is to be followed, pricing
carbon is in “Pillar Four” out of the dozen pillars of action in their voluminous final
report. CA-02 Congressman Jared Huffman, an appointed member of that
Committee, acknowledges that carbon pricing is a key tool that can boost the
success of other legislative and regulatory policies in the new Administration.
How does this fit in the national economic policy scene?
The Carbon Fee & Dividend approach is bi-partisan. Evident in the recent election
results, the country has shifted direction, but has not overwhelmingly selected a farforward-leaning leadership. Democrats lost seats in the House, and the Senate
majority is not yet determined. The carbon pricing policy approach has support
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from several parts of the political spectrum. It has the backing of the non-partisan
Citizens Climate Lobby (which has a strong Marin chapter) as well as the
Republican-backed Climate Leadership Council, and many international companies.
House bill H.R. 763 has among its 82 co-sponsors two dozen members of the
Congressional Black Caucus and a dozen members of the Hispanic Caucus, as well
as dozens of supporters of the Green New Deal. Senator Diane Feinstein cosponsored a Senate version, together with Senator Chris Coons, both saying they
believe it has the best opportunity for gaining support from both sides of the aisle in
the U.S. Senate. Among the Bay Area co-sponsors of the House bill are Anna Eshoo,
Jackie Speier, and Barbara Lee.
Equity and environmental justice impact
One of the key components of the approach in H.R. 763 and the other referenced
bills is the affirmative impact of the carbon “dividend” on consumer empowerment
and equal treatment under the law. The proceeds of carbon fee revenues are to be
distributed equally among all Americans. The result is a consumer spending boost,
without a hit to the national deficit: it is revenue-neutral. The bottom two-thirds of
U.S. households will come out ahead as the equal dividend will exceed the expected
rise in fuel cost, as projected by the U.S. Treasury and in the Household Impact
Study. The consequential result is a growth in jobs, as well as innovation from
thousands of companies seeking ways to reduce and eliminate the use of fossil fuels
to maintain competitive product and service pricing. Finally, such dividends would
strengthen the political durability of this legislative approach.
Global impact
Over 40 countries have adopted some form of carbon pricing. Notable positive
results are evident in British Columbia, in the U.K., and Sweden, among others.
The global impact of adoption of a carbon tax in the U.S., done right, can be
significant and should be a concern for any new U.S. policy. A ‘border adjustment’
is a feature of H.R. 763 whereby (1) the effect on U.S. exporters is neutralized
against foreign competition, and (2) international companies seeking to sell
products in the U.S. would pay a carbon content tariff at the border if they do not
already have a similar carbon fee at home. Other countries would thereby be
motivated to collect their own carbon taxes rather than pay at the border. In this
fashion, a U.S. carbon pricing policy with border adjustment would spawn
international results.
I look forward to discussing this with the MCE Board at your earliest opportunity.

* Copy of a DRAFT mark-up of the Sonoma Clean Power Board Resolution is
attached, for potential use by MCE Clean Energy.
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3D.2 Proposed Resolution

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-______
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MCE CLEAN
ENERGY URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO
ENACT A REVENUE-NEUTRAL CARBON FEE AND DIVIDEND PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated in its 5th Assessment Report,
Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis, that "[w]arming of the climate system is unequivocal"
and "[i]t is extremely likely that human influence has been the dominant cause of the observed warming
since the mid-20th century"; and
WHEREAS, in April of 2020, the global atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide reached 416 parts
per million, the highest level in the last 800,000 years; and
WHEREAS, in May 2014, two separate scientific papers were published in journals of Geophysical
Research Letters documenting dramatic retreats of Antarctic glaciers and predicting that large-scale
destruction of the West Antarctic ice sheets is likely now inevitable and will lead to sea level rises of
10 feet or more; and
WHEREAS, the 2013 Indicators of Climate Change in California, released by the Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment, found that continued warming of the atmosphere would cause threats of
flooding along the coastline of California; threats to infrastructure, sewage systems, wetlands, and
marine life; increased ocean acidification; increased threats from wildfires; threats to the water supply
from decreased snow packs; increased asthma and respiratory illness due to higher ozone levels;
increased insurance and mitigation costs; and negative impacts to the agriculture, fishing, and tourism
industries; and
WHEREAS, conservative estimates by climate scientists throughout the world state that, to achieve
climate stabilization and avoid cataclysmic climate change, emissions of greenhouse gases must be
brought to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050; and
WHEREAS, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Division 25.5 (commencing with Section
38500) of the Health and Safety Code) commits the state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990
levels by 2020, and the Governor's Executive Order S-3-05 further calls on the state to establish a policy
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050; and
WHEREAS, the California Global Warming Solution Act of 2006 has reached its 10-year anniversary and
the California economy remains strong; and
WHEREAS, the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Report 2014 of the Center for Climate Protection stated, "To
meet the goal, emission reduction measures must overcome powerful forces, particularly increases in
population and an economy largely based on fossil fuels;" and

WHEREAS, MCE Clean Energy supports powerful new policies to meet greenhouse gas emission
reduction goals in accordance with the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement despite the United States' formal
withdrawal from that accord; and
WHEREAS, presently the environmental, health, and social costs of carbon dioxide emissions are not
included in prices paid for fossil fuels, but rather these externalized costs are borne directly and
indirectly by all Americans and global citizens; and
WHEREAS, to begin to correct this market failure, the United States Congress can enact a national
carbon fee on fossil fuels, based on the amount of carbon dioxide the fuel will emit when burned; and
WHEREAS, for efficient administration, this fee on fossil fuels can be assessed once, as far upstream in
the economy as practical, or at the port of entry into the United States; and
WHEREAS, a national, revenue-neutral carbon fee starting at a relatively low rate and increasing steadily
over future years is a market-based solution that would minimally disrupt the economy while sending a
clear and predictable price signal to businesses to develop and use non-carbon-based energy resources;
and
WHEREAS, Citizens' Climate Education Corporation Commissioned Regional Economic Models, Inc.
(REMI) to do a nationwide macroeconomic study on the impact of a revenue-neutral carbon fee; and
WHEREAS, REMI's study, released in 2014, predicted that, after 10 years, a revenue- neutral carbon fee
would lead to a decrease in carbon dioxide emissions by 33 percent below 1990 levels, an increase in
national employment by 2.1 million jobs, and an average monthly dividend for a family of four of $288;
and
WHEREAS, border adjustments, such as carbon-content-based tariffs on products imported from
countries without comparable carbon pricing and refunds to our exporters of carbon fees paid can
maintain the competitiveness of United States businesses in global markets; and
WHEREAS, a national carbon fee can be implemented quickly and efficiently, and respond to the
urgency of the climate crisis, because the federal government already has in place mechanisms, such as
the Internal Revenue Service, needed to implement and enforce the fee and already collects taxes from
fossil fuel producers and importers; and
WHEREAS, a national carbon fee would make the United States a leader in mitigating climate change
and the advancing clean energy technologies of the 21st Century and would incentivize other countries
to enact similar carbon fees, thereby reducing global carbon dioxide emissions;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of MCE Clean Energy that the Board hereby
urges the United States Congress to enact, without delay, a revenue-neutral fee on carbon-based fossil
fuels with stipulations that:

1. The fee should be collected once, as far upstream in the economy as practical, or at the port of entry
into the United States; and
2. The fee rate should start low and increase steadily and predictably to achieve the goal of reducing
carbon dioxide emissions in the United States to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050; and
3. That all fee revenues should be returned to households to protect low and middle-income Americans
from the impact of rising prices due to the fee; and
4. That the international competitiveness of United States businesses should be protected by using
carbon-content-based border tariffs and fee refunds.
DULY ADOPTED this ____ day of December, 2020
[Listing of MCE Clean Energy Board Members]

