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Dear Corte Madera Residents:
I would like to present to you our new
bi-weekly newsletter. The Corte Madera
Chronicles are part of our effort in
keeping the public engaged. We want to
make sure our community is aware of
what is happening in our Town and in
the County. More importantly, we want
to make sure that the community is well
informed on what the elected officials,
Town Manager, department heads and staff are working
on.
The Town of Corte Madera strives for transparency and
this newsletter is a great way to continue that effort. We
will be providing information on community events and
activities along with updates from staff and myself. In
addition to upcoming Council, Board and Commission
agendas, we will also include summaries of the items
heard and actions taken during the most recent Town
Council meeting.

Quick Links

We hope that you enjoy the new Corte Madera
Chronicles and remember that your voice is always
heard.

Town Website

Sincerely,

Active Projects
Maintaining Your Town
Emergency Information
Stay Informed

Todd Cusimano
Town Manager

300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 | 415-927-5050 | http://www.townofcortemadera.org
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What’s Happening in Town
Climate Change and Your
Garden

Corte Madera Fire

Department Training
Corte Madera Library is hosting a presentation
with Marin Master Gardener Kathy Hunting
on October 26th from 7 to 8PM. Learn how
climate affects gardens and what can be done
to adapt ornamental and edible gardens to
climate change.
Kathy Hunting is an environmental health
scientist by training. She lives on a sunny acre
in Point Reyes Station with a garden full of
delicious vegetable and fruits. For more
information visit their events page here.

The Corte Madera Fire Department is
currently accepting registration for the
following CPR/AED classes:
Saturday, October 21, 2017 from 9am-12pm
Saturday, December 2, 2017 from 9am-12pm
Pre-payment is required for registration. If you
do not require or desire to have a card, the cost
will be $50. If you desire to have a card or are
required to have one, the cost will be $57.
Please contact the Fire Department at
415-927-5077 for more information or to
register for either of these sessions.

Dennis Rodoni, Marin County Supervisor for District 4 Announces
Corte Madera Office Hours

4th District Supervisor Dennis Rodoni invites you to attend his Corte Madera Office Hours on
Friday, October 13th, 2017 from 2:00 to 4:00pm at the Corte Madera Community Center,
located at 498 Tamalpais Drive.
Please join Supervisor Rodoni for a causal one-on-one conversation about issues important to
you. For more information, please contact Rhonda Kutter via email, rkutter@marincounty.org
or 415-473-3246.
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Central Marin Fire Dept.
Open House
Come meet the firefighters and tour the
station and the fire apparatus. Other
activities include: a jumpy house, an
opportunity to squirt the fire hose, and
appearances by Sparky the Fire Dog and
Freddie the Robot.
Please contact the Fire Department at 415927-5077 with any questions.

The 24th annual celebration of OktoberFest is here!
There will be Domestic Microbrews, Craft Brews, and Local Wines. Tasters will receive a free
commemorative mug. Entertainment
includes live music from three bands.
Local vendors will have festival foods
and kids activities will be available for
children.
Admission details:
Tasting admission is $30, which includes
a commemorative glass mug
General admission without tasting is $10
Children under 12 years old, accompanied by an adult, receive free admission
For more information, please call (415)
235-9162 or click here.

It's SHARKtober at the Corte Madera Library!
Please help spread the word:

All this month, children who check out books from the Corte
Madera Library will receive a raffle ticket for a grow shark. All
they need to do is bring their checkout receipt to the Children's
Librarian or the Circulation Desk to receive the raffle ticket, fill it
out and deposit it into the SHARKtober jar in the Kids' Room.
They may receive one ticket a day for a total of 27 (if they check
out books every day that the library is open). Drawings will be
held for the 10 grow sharks on October 31st.
For more information, please call 415-924-6382.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is the leading information and knowledge
resource on fire, electrical and related hazards. They work on an annual campaign to help individuals learn and understand how to stay safe during dangerous situations.
This year, for Fire Prevention Week, their theme is "Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!"
When it comes to fire, every second makes the difference on how a situation is prevented. This
is why the theme for this year is so important. Here are this year's key campaign messages. (This
information can also be found on their website which you can view here)
Draw a map of your home by using their grid in English (PDF) or Spanish (PDF) with all members of your household, marking two exits from each room and a path to the outside from each
exit.
 Practice your home fire drill twice a year. Conduct one at night and one during the day with
everyone in your home, and practice using different ways out.


Teach children how to escape on their own in case you can’t help them.

 Make sure the number of your home is clearly marked and easy for the fire department to
find.


Close doors behind you as you leave – this may slow the spread of smoke, heat, and fire.

 Once you get outside, stay outside. Never go back inside a burning building.
You should also consider downloading the form with seven steps to practice your escape
plan and the escape planning tips.
It is important to remember these key messages. Make sure to pass them on to your family
members so they are safe during a fire. To learn more about staying safe, watch these Sparky
video clips.
Know 2 Ways Out

Practice Makes Perfect

Picking an Outside Meeting Place

Get Outside and Stay Outside

Call Your Fire Department
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Corte Madera Parks and Recreation Big Band Dance!
Grab a partner and come and dance the
night away at the Big Band Dance
featuring the 17 piece Ray Simpson
Band.
The event will be held on Wednesday,
October 11th from 8PM to 10PM at
the Community Center on 498
Tamalpais Drive.
Free admission and refreshments
will be provided.
For more information, please contact
the Parks and Rec. Department at 415927-5072 or visit their website by
clicking here.

Corte Madera Parks and Recreation
Spooky Spaghetti Bingo.
Join us on Friday, October 27th for a
night of food and fun!
Enjoy a buffet-style spaghetti dinner
from 6 to 7PM and then
BINGO for prizes until 9.
This is fun the whole family can
enjoy!
The cost will be $15 per person. This
includes 3 BINGO cards.
The event will be held at the Community Center on 498 Tamalpais Drive.
For more information, please contact the Parks and Rec. Department at 415-927-5072 or visit
their website by clicking here.
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What’s Happening in Marin
Sonoma Marin Area Rail
Transit (SMART)
SMART has started work on the Larkspur
extension in San Rafael. Beginning next week,
roads will be closed in San Rafael to facilitate
construction. Some preliminary work has been
done on the
stretch between
Larkspur and
San Rafael. If
continuous work
remains, the
extension to
Larkspur is
expected to be
ready for the public by summer 2019.

Mill Valley Film Festival

The 40th Annual MVFF begins on October
5th. This is an 11 day internationally
acclaimed cinema event that brings you a
variety of new films from all over the world.
Take the opportunity to enjoy this
collaborative setting. For more information
visit their website by clicking here.

Drawdown: Marin
The County of Marin held a kick-off event they named Drawdown:
Marin. This event was hosted by Supervisors Sears and Connolly
and brought together business leaders and student environmental
leaders to share Marin County’s Climate Action Plan. Below are
summaries of the five strategies of Drawdown:Marin.
1. 100% Renewable Energy: signing up for renewable energy
programs and supports efforts to eliminate fossil fuel along with
efforts for installation of solar resources.
2. Transportation: Adopt fuel-efficient driving habits, encourage carpooling and purchases of EV or
hybrids.
3. Energy Efficiency: Buy LED light builds, adding insulation, weather-stripping and windowcoverings and make all major appliances energy efficient.
4. Local Food & Carbon Sequestration: reduce waste buy purchasing only what you consume, buy
local, and encourage community to plant trees.
5. Climate Resilient Communities: Begin a “Resilient Neighborhoods” team at businesses and
communities, reduce water waste, support carbon sequestration efforts, and support innovative
technologies and opportunities.
For complete details and more information, please click here.
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Corte Madera Agenda Center
To view current agendas and minutes for all boards, commissions, and
committees, please click on the following links:
1. View Most Recent Town Council Agenda

2. View Town Council Meeting Minutes
3. View Video Archive of Town Council and Planning Commission Meetings
4. Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Agendas and Minutes
5. Flood Control Board Agendas and Minutes
6. Parks and Recreation Commission Agendas and Minutes
7. Planning Commission Agendas and Minutes
8. Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee Agendas and Minutes
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Town Manager and Council Report Summaries
At the October 3, 2017 Town Council meeting, the Town Manager and
Councilmembers provided the following reports:
Town Manager Cusimano: The Town’s weekly newsletter has been redesigned and will debut
this week. Additionally, ABC news wrote a report on Ruben Martin, the new Fire Marshal for the
Town of Corte Madera and the City of Larkspur. He has been doing an amazing job and has
transitioned fire prevention to next level. He came from the Ross Valley Fire District where he
served as a fire inspector. The ABC News report covers an incident where Ruben provided medical
assistance to a woman while he was off duty. Mr. Cusimano stated that he feels this demonstrates
the strong character and dedication of staff who work for the Town. To read the report, click here.
Councilmember Ravasio: Announced that Twin Cities Coalition for Healthy Youth was in the
process of merging with Ross Valley Coalition. They have now created a new group called The
Coalition Connection. One of first projects they worked on was to apply for a federal grant, which
they started earlier this year. Two weeks ago, the Coalition was notified that that they were granted
to receive $125,000 for the next five years. The Coalition was one of only five other recipients in
the State to receive this funding and it will assist the Coalition in their efforts to reduce alcohol and
drug use within the youth community.
Councilmember Bailey: Repor ted that he attended the Mar in Clean Ener gy (MCE) Annual
Retreat and he offered to share material summarizing MCE’s current efforts. Anyone interested in
receiving this information can contact him via email. Councilmember Bailey also attended the
Marin County Council of Mayors and Councilmembers (MCCMC) Legislative Committee meeting.
Congressman Huffman spoke on some of the bills he is working on, and Councilmember Bailey
will report on those bills and where they are in the legislative process at the next council meeting.
Councilmember Bailey also attended the MCCMC meeting. A representative from BioMarin
provided a presentation on the excellent work they do in treating rare diseases, and Jennifer Pahlka,
from Code for A merica, spoke about integrating services and making government more transparent
and accessible. Finally, he also announced that he attended a memorial for Andy Vireno.
Vice Mayor Condon: She attended the monthly Chamber of Commer ce Boar d Meeting and
reported that Philz Coffee will have their official ribbon cutting on Friday, October 6th. The
Chamber Golf Tournament will take place on October 12th at Stone Tree Golf Course. Call Julie,
the Chamber’s Executive Officer, at 415-924-0441 if you are interested in participating. The
Chamber has selected their Business Person of the Year to be Tori Puliz, owner of Nothing Bundt
Cakes. She will be honored at the upcoming Spirit of Marin Luncheon. She reported that LAFCO
has named Rachel Jones as their Interim Executive Officer. Finally, the next event in the Agefriendly Corte Madera Speaker Series will be October 18th. The topic will be “downsizing your
home and your stuff”. This will take place from 1-2:30 at the Central Marin Police Authority
(CMPA) Community Room.
Mayor Furst: Attended Alto Tunnel meeting. A geotechnical r epor t was given at this meeting.
The meeting was video recorded will be uploaded to the Town’s Youtube channel shortly. She also
attended a meeting on the North South Greenway project. A public meeting on this will be held on
October 11th at 6:30PM at the Central Marin Police Authority Community Room. Finally, the
County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution launching a climate resilience program. The
county is encouraging a transition to 100% renewable energy.
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Corte Madera Calendar of
Events
Date

Time

Event

Location & Contact Info

Tuesday,
October 10th

7:00PM
(Please note
the new start
time)

Planning Commission Meeting
Special Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
(415)927-5064
Visit Commission Page

Tuesday,
October 17th

6:30PM

Town Council Regular
Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
(415)927-5050
Visit Agenda Center

(Please note
the new start
time)

For more calendar details click here.

Contact Us:
Town of Corte Madera | 300 Tamalpais Dr. | Corte Madera, CA
94925 | Town Hall Administration: 415-927-5050

Open Hours for Town Departments:
Administration & Finance: Monday -Friday 8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
Building, Planning, Public Works/Engineering & Sanitary District No. 2:
Monday-Thursday 8am-11:30am and 1pm-3pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
Parks and Recreation: Monday -Thursday 8am-5pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays

Corte Madera Chronicles

