Corte Madera
Chronicles
January 19, 2018
Message from the Town Manager & Public Works Director
Dear Corte Maderans:
Should Measure B be renewed? That is the question. The Town Council
heard the first of several discussions on the potential renewal of Measure
B, commonly referred to as the Corte Madera Sales Tax Override. These
discussions with your elected officials, in our Town newsletters, in the
press and in several community forums will continue between now and
June, 2018. Tentative dates have been set for community forums for
Saturday, March 31st from 10a.m. to 12p.m. and Wednesday, April 4th
from 6p.m. to 8p.m., at the Community Center at 498 Tamalpais Drive.
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Our job, as we see it over the coming months, is to provide you with
objective information so that you can make an informed decision at the
ballot box. Your vote will direct Town Council and staff on how to use
funds for Town services. When adopted in 2014, Measure B was intended
to solve the Town’s financial crisis, build financial reserves for future
economic downturns, and provide a funding source for much-needed
capital improvements. If the Council so decides, a ballot measure may be
coming to voters in June to determine if the current 8.75% sales tax rate
should continue, or revert back to the 8.25% rate of 2013. You will decide
that by a vote of a simple majority.
Therefore, in an effort to educate the community on this critical topic, we
have dedicated this newsletter to a fact sheet of information for the
potential renewal of Measure B. We also plan to dedicate the last
newsletter of the month, between now and May, to this topic. Please let us
know what you think of the information we are providing or if something
is missing. Future Measure B newsletters will focus on financial
projections with and without the renewal of Measure B and a summary of
the 2011 Grand Jury Report that found the state of the Town’s fiscal
solvency to be in dire need of repair.
Our email inboxes and phone lines are open:
For general information about Measure B or Town Management, contact
Todd Cusimano, Town Manager: tcusimano@tcmmail.org or 415-9275050. For information on Town finances, financial projections/
expenditures, contact Daria Carrillo, Finance Director:
dcarrillo@tcmmail.org or 415-927-5061. And for questions or comments
about current and future infrastructure and capital investments, contact
Peter Brown, Public Works Director: pbrown@tcmmail.org or 415-9275057.
Sincerely,

Get Emergency Alerts
Stay Informed

Todd Cusimano
Town Manager

Peter Brown
Public Works Director

300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 | 415-927-5050 | http://www.townofcortemadera.org
Corte Madera Chronicles

1

Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet, Corte Madera, CA
MEASURE B, SALES TAX OVERIDE, CORTE MADERA’S HALF-CENT SALES TAX SUMMARY








Initiated by Town Council in 2013 and approved by 68% of town residents in
2014, the 6-year measure is set to expire in 2020, unless renewed by voters
Purpose was to relieve poor Town financial conditions, alleviate debt, build
depleted reserves and provide a funding source for public safety and capital
improvements (road maintenance, pedestrian crossings, and town infrastructure
related to flood control, levees, pumping stations, etc.)
Sales tax revenue from the half-cent measure averages $2.5 million per year, or
$15 million for the life of Measure B (2014-2020)
As a general tax approved at a general election, the funds can be used for any
General Fund purpose of Town operation. However, with the help of the Citizens’
Oversight Committee the Town committed to dedicate these funds primarily to
Capital Improvements, Infrastructure Enhancements and Reserves
Larkspur just passed their ¾ cent sales tax measure renewal without a sunset
provision

Skidmore Owings and Merrill rending of potential future bike and pedestrian crossing at Tamalpais Drive and US
101
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet, Corte Madera, CA
VOTER CONSIDERATIONS, PROS AND CONS TO RENEWING MEASURE B

P. Approximately 5-10% of total sales tax revenues are actually paid by Town
residents due to the nature of our two regional shopping malls, car dealerships, etc.
Conversely, regional tax payers spend millions of dollars within Town jurisdiction,
creating 90% of revenue to benefit residents and business owners
P. This is not a new tax, it continues the existing 8.75% local sales tax rate. Reverting
back to an 8.25% rate results in nominal changes to Corte Maderans’ annual costs
but may have significant impacts to the Town’s ability to maintain infrastructure,
provide emergency services and plan for fiscal emergencies
P. Local residents and business owners will benefit from investment in roadway
improvements, traffic congestion relief, bike/ped safety, Police/Fire protection and
flood control projects in the
coming decades
C. Taxation is unpleasant and
allowing Measure B to expire
would be welcomed by some
residents
C. The Town needs to “live
within its means” and make due
with existing funding sources
C. Measure B served its
purpose and has built up Town
reserves and delivered capital
improvements

Recently implemented Tamalpais Drive Complete Streets Project.
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet, Corte Madera, CA
LOCAL SALES TAX MEASURES HAVE BECOME THE ONLY TOOL FOR LOCAL CONTROL






As state and federal fund sources decrease, California cities increasingly turn to
sales tax measures to perform critical town functions; including 146 new approved
sales tax measures statewide since 2013
In the past, Corte Madera has relied
upon funding sources such as the
Metropolitan Transportation
Commission, property taxes, sales
taxes and various state and federal
sources. In nearly every case, these
funding sources have either
dwindled or have become less
reliable
Both regional and state measures are
currently being considered which
would tie transportation funding to
One of the Town’s ten flood control pump stations.
local housing production
CAPITAL NEEDS, RELATED RESOURCES, RECENT STAFF REPORTS










The Town’s current Capital Improvement Projects total more than $15 million over the next five
years, more than $20 million in the following five years, and between $30-$50 million by 2030.
Without Measure B funding, the Town will not have sufficient resources for Capital Improvement
Projects by 2023, and by 2024, would deplete its entire General Fund reserve to complete needed
projects. After 2025, the Town may be unable to fund any capital projects with local funds
January 16, 2018 Town Council Staff Report: Discussion of Impacts of the Pending Expiration of
Corte Madera’s Sales Tax Measure B In 2020, which also includes an abbreviated list of capital
improvements
January 16, 2018 Staff PowerPoint Presentation to Town Council (PDF)
January 16, 2018 Video
Recording of the Corte Madera
Town Council Meeting
In the February 23rd newsletter,
staff plans to discuss
improvements to the Town’s
financial standing following the
recommendations of the 2011
Marin County Civil Grand Jury
Report, “Corte Madera:
Potential realignment of Casa Buena Drive and Sanford Street intersection
Weathering the Economic
Storm?”
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What’s Happening in Town
Kid’s Club’s Parents Night Out
Enjoy a night out and let Corte Madera Parks and Recreation Kid’s
Club take care of the kids. Kid’s Club wants to give you the
opportunity to get out and live a little. If you’ve always wanted to get
out and try that new restaurant in town or catch a quick movie but can’t
find a sitter for the kids, let them help you out. Kid’s Club will be
offering a series of Parents Night Out events to inspire parents to take a
little more time out for themselves and enjoy a night out on the town without having to worry about the
kids. The upcoming Parent’s Night Out will be on January 26th 2018 from 6:30PM to 9:30PM at the Corte
Madera Community Center located at 498 Tamalpais Drive. Any kids from ages 5-12 are welcome. The
cost is $15 per child.
Dinner will be provided along with fun activities and games for all of the kids.
For more information please go to: www.cmprkidsclub.org, or to register go to www.cmparksandrec.org
Or call 415-927-5072.

Corte Madera Bingo
Join our group of active older adults for BINGO on Thursday,
January 25th and every Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. at
the Corte Madera Community Center located at 498 Tamalpais
Drive. You’re sure to have fun!
Come and enjoy wonderful company, delicious treats like
Lappert’s ice cream, and other great perks and surprises. Once a
month representatives from local senior organizations will be on
hand to answer questions regarding services they offer. Most
guests will be on hand the second Thursday of each month.
Topics will include things like how to prevent slip and falls, wheelchair and walker tune-ups and housing
options.
For more information, call 415-927-5072

Seniors in Balance
Are you an adult with reasonable mobility who is motivated to maintain a good
balance of spirit, mind and body throughout your life? Then this is a great
opportunity for you.

This class will improve your balance, stability, and coordination through
proven methods from Qigong, Tai Chi, and Western Mind/Body science.
Research shows that Tai Chi is an excellent way for Seniors to develop balance and fluidity of movement;
in this class you will be learning an easy, modified Tai Chi form. You will also practice brain stimulating
techniques from Western Science to assist coordination and cognition. In addition, the Qigong movements
and mind activity bring inner balance, relaxation, improved immunity, and overall wellbeing. These
combined approaches are carefully orchestrated to work on all aspects of balance simultaneously. The class
is appropriate for anyone with reasonable mobility who is motivated to maintain a good balance of spirit,
mind and body throughout their lives.
To register for the January 25th class that will be held at the Corte Madera Community Center Main Hall
located at 498 Tamalpais Drive from 1:30PM to 2:30PM, please click here.
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What’s Happening in Marin
Boys and Discipline (2 – 10 years)
The activity level of boys often requires a
different approach for discipline. This
interactive class will explore problem-solving
strategies that will communicate both clear
limits and love. Discover how setting effective
limits can be an opportunity for both you and
your son to grow, learn, and thrive. With Tom
Limbert, MA, Parent Educator.

The class will take place on Thursday, January
25th from 7PM to 9PM at Parents Place Marin, Dr. George Sugarman Swift Building, 600 Fifth Avenue
in San Rafael. To register for the class, click here.
Parents Place is the Bay Area's leading family resource center. From everyday issues to challenges
requiring specialized assessment, they help parents, caregivers and educators support children at all ages.
their experts offer parenting workshops, parent coaching & consultation, child behavior & school support,
clinical & special needs services, parent/child activity groups, and child & family therapy. They are
located in San Francisco, San Rafael, Palo Alto, San Mateo, and Santa Rosa.
Join their community: www.parentsplaceonline.org.

Sunday Special: Magician Brian Scott

Creekside Restoration with One Tam

Who doesn't love magic? Brian Scott's blend of
On Saturday, January 20, 2018, 9am – 12pm join Marin
misdirection, sleight of hand, and comedy will thrill County Parks and One Tam staff (a Tamalpais Lands
and amuse audience of all ages.
Collaborative initiative) to enrich important habitat areas of
Hal Brown Park and Creekside Marsh. Be a part of a
community based effort to install a diverse palette of native
plants at a site once dominated by nonnative grasses and
weeds. Volunteer work is mildly strenuous and involves
bending, pulling, kneeling, and hiking on steep and uneven
terrain.
Please meet across from Marin
General Hospital at Hal Brown Park at
Creekside.

All ages are welcome; anyone under
the age of 18 must be accompanied by
a supervising adult. Dress in layers;
The you can get dirty, wear sturdy shoes,
show will take place at the Mill Valley Public
and bring water. Please bring gloves if
Library - Main Reading Room, 375 Throckmorton you have them. Snacks will be
Ave, Mill Valley on Sunday, January 21, 2018
provided.
from 11:00AM to 12:00PM.
In the event of heavy rain and/or high
winds call (415) 763-2977 to find out about event status. In
For more information, please call (415) 389-4292
the event of cancellation, program will be rescheduled.
RSVP’s are appreciated but not required.
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Important Announcements
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR
ELECTION TO SERVE ON THE CORTE MADERA
TOWN COUNCIL?
THE APPLICATION PERIOD FOR THE JUNE 5, 2018 MUNICIPAL
ELECTION WILL OPEN MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12th

The next regularly scheduled General Municipal Election will be held on June 5,
2018, where the voters of the Town of Corte Madera will elect three (3) members to
the Town Council. The Elections page on the Town of Corte Madera’s website will
be updated with additional information as it becomes available:
http://townofcortemadera.org/562/Elections-Voter-Information
Nomination Filing Period:
The nomination filing period will open on Monday, February 12, 2018 at 8:00am
and will run through 5:00pm on Friday, March 9, 2018. Should one or more of the
three incumbents with expiring terms decide not to file by the close of the filing
deadline, the filing period will remain open through 5:00pm on Wednesday, March
14, 2018. Registered voters who reside within Town limits are eligible to run for
Town Council. If you would like to check to see if you are currently registered to
vote, you may do so here:
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/rv/voting-information/elections-dashboard
Interested in Running?
Please Schedule an Appointment to Review and Receive Elections Material:
Candidate binders, required forms and related election materials will be available in
the Town Clerk's office at Town Hall (300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera)
beginning on the first day of the nomination period, February 12th.
Please contact Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk, at 415-927-5085 or via email,
rvaughn@tcmmail.org, to request an appointment any time during the filing period
to review and receive the elections materials. Due to the volume of forms and
material to review and receive, please allow approximately 1 hour for your
appointment.
More Information:
If you have any questions about the elections process or would like further
information about the steps necessary to run for election, please feel free to contact
the Town Clerk at any time via the email address or phone number listed above.
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Town Manager and Council Summaries
Town Manager Cusimano: He mentioned that the weekly newsletter s continue going out. He
also stated that he is excited about his new staff. Daria, the Finance Director, is an expert on the
financial aspect for the Town and Peter, the Director of Public Works, has expertise on capital
improvement projects. He will help the Town better understand the use of funds and how capital
projects are executed.
Vice Mayor Furst: She attended the Centr al Mar in Sanitation Agency (CMSA) meeting. She
mentioned that they are working on a five year capital plan and there are big ticket projects CMSA
will be undertaking. Those projects will affect Sanitary District No. 2, and the rates we pay to
CMSA for the water treatment. CMSA will be trying to keep the increases to less than four
percent per year. The second thing mentioned by Furst is that the state normally works with
CMSA to renew its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit (this is the
permit that allows CMSA to operate the waste water facility) but this year, the state wants CMSA
to expand their facility in order to allow for increased capacity during wet weather events or
reduce their inflow and infiltration (I&I). Furst mentioned that something that is unique about the
Sanitary District No. 2 is that it is the collection agency. In the past, the Sanitary District No. 2
partnered with the Ross Valley Sanitary District and the San Rafael Sanitary District in order to
create CMSA which now treats the water but does not collect it. Therefore, if CMSA will be
reducing I&I, that will have to be done on the collection side of things. In order to be able to
collect, the state added the partnering districts to the NPDES permit. With those additions, CMSA
committed to 5 projects over the next 7 years that will help reduce I&I.
Councilmember Ravasio: He mentioned that the Ross Valley Par amedic Author ity had a
meeting and approved their annual audit. Financially, the organization is in terrific shape. He also
mentioned that Disaster Preparedness had their meeting and Mr. and Mrs. John and Lee Howard
are getting many (Neighborhood Response Groups) NRG’s started all over Larkspur and Corte
Madera. They are going to be having neighborhood drills in March. Finally, he attended the
homelessness committee meeting. The committee looked at the new mobile showers which the
Town has provided funding for. The program for the use of the showers will be starting soon. He
also mentioned that there may be two things that will have to be brought to the council. One of
them will be about the current locations of the showers due to the county asking towns to sponsor
locations. The second is that these showers are being sponsored by the community homeless fund
which all of the towns in the county contributed to. That fund expires in 2018 and the council will
need to consider extending that date and funding the showers for a few more years.
Mayor Condon: The Town of Cor te Mader a will be hosting the Mar in County Council of
Mayors and Councilmembers (MCCMC) meeting in February. The topic will relate to senior
programs and the presenter may be one of the county supervisors or one of their staff. She also
mentioned that she has been working on the intergenerational center. She explained that she
expects there will be all kinds of activities offered at the center and there is anticipation that more
activities will develop over time. She mentioned the Third Wednesday Speaker Series where they
will discuss ways to update your home. She encouraged everyone to attend. Lastly, she stated that
on Friday she will be going to the first Housing and Community Development Policy Committee
meeting for the California League of Cities and she will provide a report on the outcome of that
meeting at the next council meeting.
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Corte Madera Agenda Center
To view current agendas and minutes for all boards, commissions, and
committees, please click on the following links:
1. View Most Recent Town Council Agenda

2. View Town Council Meeting Minutes
3. View Video Archive of Town Council and Planning Commission Meetings
4. Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Agendas and Minutes
5. Flood Control Board Agendas and Minutes
6. Parks and Recreation Commission Agendas and Minutes
7. Planning Commission Agendas and Minutes
8. Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee Agendas and Minutes
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Corte Madera Calendar of
Events
Date

Time

Event

Location & Contact Info

Monday,
January 22nd

6:30 PM

Parks and Recreation Commission
Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

Tuesday,
January 23rd

7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

For more calendar details click here.
To watch the Town Council and Planning Commission meeting videos, please visit our
YouTube channel by clicking here.
Please note that in order to receive notifications when the videos are uploaded, you must
click “subscribe”.

Contact Us:
Town of Corte Madera | 300 Tamalpais Dr. | Corte Madera, CA
94925 | Town Hall Administration: 415-927-5050

Open Hours for Town Departments:
Administration & Finance: Monday -Friday 8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
Building, Planning, Public Works/Engineering & Sanitary District No. 2:
Monday-Thursday 8am-11:30am and 1pm-3pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
Parks and Recreation: Monday -Thursday 8am-5pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
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