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Message from the Town Manager
Dear Corte Maderans:
As most of you are aware, the Corte Madera Town Council
has heard several discussions on the potential renewal of
Measure B, commonly referred to as the Corte Madera ½
Cent Sales Tax Override, and at the February 20, 2018 Town
Council meeting, Council voted to introduce an Ordinance
that, if adopted by Council at the March 6, 2018 meeting and approved by
voters at the June 5, 2018 election, would do each of the following:
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Extend. Extend the current 1/2 percent sales tax measure until it is
amended or ended by voters. Extending the measure enables longterm infrastructure planning to occur in order to address sea-level rise
and improve the Town’s flood control and transportation systems.



Repeal and Replace. Repeal the Town’s existing storm drainage
special property tax of $98 per residential unit and $98 per 1,000
square feet of commercial space and Replace the lost drainage
property tax revenues with a 1/4 percent increase in the sales tax. In
effect, storm drainage and flood control costs will be shifted from
local property owner’s tax bills (saving $98 per unit per year) to
regional sales tax revenue sources (estimated average increase of $13
per resident per year). The overall local sales tax level would increase
from 8.75% to 9%, a rate equal to the 9% that currently exists in San
Rafael, Larkspur and Fairfax.

Community outreach is a critical component in educating the community
about the value of this sales tax to the Town, which has considerable
infrastructure and maintenance needs in flood control, street repair and
maintenance, fire prevention, disaster preparedness (i.e. flooding,
earthquake, wildland fires), and the need for facilities and programs for
youth and our aging population. Staff has scheduled the following
community forums in order to continue the conversation, provide
information and respond to questions. Both forums will take place at the
Corte Madera Community Center, located at 498 Tamalpais Drive in
Corte Madera.
 Saturday, March 31st from 10a.m. to 12p.m.
 Wednesday, April 4th from 6p.m. to 8p.m.
Information regarding the sales tax measure, including links to
information presented at recent public meetings, can be found on the
Town’s website. For a quick fact sheet on Measure B, please proceed to
page 2 and 3 of this newsletter.
Sincerely,

Maintaining Your Town
Get Emergency Alerts
Stay Informed

Todd Cusimano
Town Manager

300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera,
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet


First initiated by Town Council in 2013 and
approved by 68% of town residents in 2014, the
6-year measure is set to expire in April 2020,
unless renewed by voters



The purpose of the sales tax was to relieve poor
Town financial conditions, build depleted
reserves and provide a funding source for
public safety and capital improvements (road
maintenance, transportation safety, and
infrastructure related to flood control, levees,
pumping stations, etc.)



Sales tax revenue from the half-cent measure
averages $2.5 million per year, or $15 million
for the life of Measure B (2014-2020)



Unique to the Town, and of great fiscal incentive for local voters, approximately 90% of the
revenues generated from the local sales tax are paid for by visitors who come to Corte Madera
to shop at local malls and auto dealerships. So for every $1 spent by Town residents, $9 is
leveraged by regional shoppers for the benefit of local property owners, business owners and
visitors who enjoy the Town’s roadways, open spaces and amenities.



As a general tax approved at a general election, the funds can be used for any General Fund
purpose of Town operation. However, with the help of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee the
Town committed to dedicate these funds primarily to Capital Improvements, Infrastructure
Enhancements and Reserves.



Larkspur just passed a ¾ cent sales tax measure renewal without a sunset provision.



As state and federal fund sources decrease, California cities increasingly turn to sales tax
measures to fund critical
municipal functions.
Since 2013, there have
been 146 new approved
sales tax measures
statewide.

One of the Town’s ten flood control pump stations.

Skidmore Owings and Merrill rending of potential future bike and pedestrian crossing at
Tamalpais Drive and US 101
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet


In the past, Corte Madera has relied upon funding sources such as the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission, property
taxes, sales taxes and various state and
federal sources. In nearly every case,
these funding sources have either
dwindled or have become less reliable.



The Town’s current Capital
Improvement Projects total more than
$15 million over the next five years,
more than $20 million in the following
five years, and over $53,000,000 million
by 2030. Without Measure B funding,
the Town will not have sufficient
resources for Capital Improvement
Projects by 2023, and by 2024, would
deplete its entire General Fund
reserve to complete needed projects. If
the sales tax measure is not renewed,
by 2025, the Town may be unable to
fund any capital projects with local
funds.

Photo 1 (above) and Photo 2 (bottom left) show the Highway 101
interchange and Corte Madera Center during January 1982, showing
effect of “100-year flood” on filled area in floodplain prior to floodprotection measures which were implemented several years later.

Considerations regarding ¾ cent renewal:


Current projected flood control and transportation capital construction and maintenance needs
between 2018-2030: $53,550,000



Projected sales tax revenue between 2018-2030 at ¾ cent tax level: $40,000,000- $44,400,000



It is a realistic goal to offset $10,000,000 in unfunded needs via local, state and federal grants

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS?
For general information about Measure B or Town Management, contact Todd Cusimano, Town
Manager: tcusimano@tcmmail.org or 415-927-5050.
For information on Town finances,
financial projections/expenditures,
contact Daria Carrillo, Finance
Director: dcarrillo@tcmmail.org or
415-927-5055.
And for questions or comments
about current and future
infrastructure and capital
investments, contact Peter Brown,
Public Works Director:
pbrown@tcmmail.org or
415-927-5057.
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What’s Happening in Town
CMPR Kids Club After School Program

Open Monday-Friday
2:00pm-6:30pm
1:30pm-6:30pm on Wednesday for early school release
Tk-5th grade
Daily fee :$36 for Tk & Kindergarten
$25 for 1st-5th graders
10% discount if you sign up for four or more days in
one week.
Located at the Corte Madera Community Center at 498
Tamalpais Drive in Corte Madera
For more information please go
to: www.cmprkidsclub.org, or to register go to
www.cmparksandrec.org
Or call 415-927-5072.

Diabetes: Myths and Facts

The Corte Madera Library invites you to attend the
Presentation by a Certified Diabetes Educator from
the Diabetes Care Team at Marin General Hospital.
Understand the differences between Pre-Diabetes,
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, and learn about
treatment options from lifestyle modifications to
medication therapies. Plus, discover resources
available to you in our community.
This free event, is being held on Monday, February
26th from 10:30-11:30AM at 707 Meadowsweet
Drive. It is co-sponsored by Corte Madera Library &
Corte Madera Parks & Recreation Department.
Registration is not required, but seating is limited.
For more information please call 415-924-4844

Seniors in Balance
Are you an adult with reasonable mobility who is
motivated to maintain a good balance of spirit, mind
and body throughout your life? Then this is a great
opportunity for you.
This class will improve your balance, stability, and
coordination through proven methods from Qigong, Tai
Chi, and Western Mind/Body science. Research shows
that Tai Chi is an excellent way for Seniors to develop
balance and fluidity of movement; in this class you will
be learning an easy, modified Tai Chi form. You will
also practice brain stimulating techniques from Western
Science to assist coordination and cognition. In
addition, the Qigong movements and mind activity bring inner balance, relaxation, improved immunity, and
overall wellbeing. These combined approaches are carefully orchestrated to work on all aspects of balance
simultaneously. The class is appropriate for anyone with reasonable mobility who is motivated to maintain a
good balance of spirit, mind and body throughout their lives.
The class that will be held on Thursday, February 23rd at the Corte Madera Community Center Main Hall
located at 498 Tamalpais Drive from 1:30PM to 2:30PM. For more information, please click here.
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What’s Happening in Marin
Marine Science Sunday
Visit the Marine Mammal Center
on Sunday, February 25th from
12-2PM for a FREE engaging
ocean-inspired classroom series
from their education experts.
These interactive classroom programs are great for all
ages!

Free presentations: Inter active classr oom
presentations take you on a journey into the big blue.
Hosted by their expert education team, these multimedia
classes focus on a new-topic each month, ranging from
Creatures of the Deep to Endangered Species, you'll
learn fascinating facts about marine mammals and their
watery world.
Docent-led tours: Get immer sed and enjoy a tour of
the Center with their trained education docents. You'll
hear fascinating stories about their work and the animals
they care for, watch a rescue demonstration, see their
volunteers in action and view the seals and sea lions
from the observation deck. (*Small fee applies, it helps
their patients!).

The Marine Mammal Center is located at 2000 Bunker
Road, Fort Crinkhite in Sausalito. For more information,
click here.

Build Your Own Bird
Feeder
As spring draws near, help to
welcome local songbirds to your
backyard. Kids will learn about
birds native to Marin, and with
parents’ assistance, will build and
decorate a handsome bird feeder
to take home!
This event is ideal for all ages.
They’ll provide all related
supplies. No pets (except service animals) are
allowed at this park. Rain does not cancel this event.
Please reserve your spot in advance, as this event is
limited to 10 participants. Park entrance is waived
for participants.
The event will be held on Sunday, February 25th
from 12-2PM at the snack bar in McNears Beach
Park in San Rafael. (201 Cantera Way)
Questions or to RSVP: Contact Ranger Michael
Campos at MCampos@marincounty.org.

Creekside Restoration with One
Tam
Join Marin County Parks and One Tam staff (a
Tamalpais Lands Collaborative initiative) to
enrich important habitat areas of Hal Brown
Park and Creekside Marsh. Be a part of a
community based effort to install a diverse
palette of native plants at a site once dominated
by nonnative grasses and weeds. Volunteer work is mildly strenuous and involves bending, pulling, kneeling,
and hiking on steep and uneven terrain.
All ages are welcome; anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a supervising adult. Dress in layers
you can get dirty, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Please bring gloves if you have them. Snacks will be
provided. In the event of heavy rain and/or high winds call 763-2977 to find out about event status. In the event
of cancellation, program will be rescheduled.
RSVP’s are appreciated but not required. The event takes place on Saturday, February 24th from 9AM to
12PM. You are expected to meet across from Marin General Hospital at Hal Brown Park at Creekside.
Directions: Fr om Hwy 101 in Lar kspur , take the exit for Sir Fr ancis Dr ake Blvd west 1.2 miles. Tur n left
onto Bon Air Rd and follow 0.3 miles. The park is on the right.
Questions or to RSVP: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at KSchroeder@marincounty.orgor
(415) 763-2977.
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What’s Happening in Marin
February Forum: Common Sense Media for Kids

On Monday, February 26 from 9:30AM to 11:30AM at the Embassy Suites Hotel at 101 McInnis Parkway in
San Rafael, join First 5 Marin for an interactive discussion about kids and: smartphones, internet access, social
media, cyber bulling, technology addition, privacy and personal safety as well as issues about technology and
screen time for very young children.
To register, click here. For more information, please contact Michelle Fadelli at the First 5 Marin Children and
Families Commission at 415-257-8555 or michelle@first5marin.org

Infant and Child CPR

Join ParentsPlace Marin County for a presentation on infant and child CPR. Learn to recognize an infant or
child in distress, rescue measures for choking, CPR techniques, and infant sleep safety. Includes hands-on
practice with mannequins. One-year certification provided. Pre-crawling babies welcome. With Shanda
Manion, CPR instructor certified by the American Heart Association in basic life support.
This presentation is for expectant parents, parents, grandparents, and caregivers of children up to onset of
puberty. It will be held on Monday, February 26 from 6:30PM to 9PM at Parents Place Marin County, Dr.
George Sugarman Swift Building, 600 Fifth Avenue, San Rafael.
Registration is $60. To register, please click here.
Parents Place is the Bay Area's leading family resource center. From everyday issues to challenges requiring
specialized assessment, they help parents, caregivers and educators support children at all ages. Their experts
offer parenting workshops, parent coaching & consultation, child behavior & school support, clinical & special
needs services, parent/child activity groups, and child & family therapy. They are located in San Francisco, San
Rafael, Palo Alto, San Mateo, and Santa Rosa. Join their community: www.parentsplaceonline.org.
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Job Announcement
NEIGHBORHOOD RESPONSE GROUP COORDINATOR
Role: The Coordinator’s primary role is to establish Neighborhood Response Groups (NRGs) in all
residential areas of Corte Madera and Larkspur. The Coordinator takes direction from the Twin Cities
Disaster Preparedness Committee (TCDPC) and works closely with its NRG Oversight Sub-Committee.
(Sub-Committee)
Duties, with the close advice and support of the Sub-Committee:
 Work to establish NRGs in all residential areas not yet so organized. This includes condominiums and
apartment buildings.
 Find and engage neighborhood leaders to start the program.
 Organize and run the initial all-resident meeting.
 Work with the Steering Committee to fill volunteer roles
 Orient Block Captains and Incident Command members.
 Maintain frequent contact with established NRGs and support them by all available means.
 Coordinate semi-annual drills.
 Coordinate semi-annual All-Steering Committee meetings.
 Liaise with the Central Marin Fire Department.
Required skills:
 Strong interpersonal, communication and leadership skills.
 Detail orientated and able to manage multiple tasks and projects.
 Skilled in public speaking, meeting facilitation, and making presentations.
 Strong planning skills.
 Able to work independently under general supervision against clearly defined goals.
 Competent in Word and PowerPoint.
The ideal candidate will:
 Be a responsible individual with experience working with one or more community groups.
 Have worked within an existing NRG
 Show evidence of successful work within diverse groups
 Be a resident of Larkspur or Corte Madera
Position details:
 The position reports administratively to the Corte Madera Town Manager.
 This is a non-benefitted, private contract position – Hourly rate up to $25/hour and expenses will be
submitted monthly for reimbursement.
 Hours are anticipated to be between 10-15 hours per week.
 In accordance with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if special accommodations
are necessary at any stage of the selection process, notification of such accommodations must be
made to the Town of Corte Madera at the time the employment application is filed. Medical
documentation must be provided upon request.
 Qualified applicants receive equal consideration without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or disability.
Application Instructions:
Applications and information may be obtained from the Corte Madera Town Website http://
townofcortemadera.org/408/Job-Opportunities
Application packets may be mailed to: Town of Corte Madera 300 Tamalpais Drive Corte Madera, CA
94925
Or sent via email to: Town Clerk Rebecca Vaughn, rvaughn@tcmmail.org

Applications must be received by Noon on March 5, 2018
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Important Announcements
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR
ELECTION TO SERVE ON THE CORTE MADERA
TOWN COUNCIL?
THE APPLICATION PERIOD FOR THE JUNE 5, 2018 MUNICIPAL
ELECTION IS OPEN
The next regularly scheduled General Municipal Election will be held on June 5,
2018, where the voters of the Town of Corte Madera will elect three (3) members to
the Town Council. The Elections page on the Town of Corte Madera’s website will
be updated with additional information as it becomes available:
http://townofcortemadera.org/562/Elections-Voter-Information
Nomination Filing Period:
The nomination filing period opened on Monday, February 12, 2018 at 8:00am and
will run through 5:00pm on Friday, March 9, 2018. Should one or more of the three
incumbents with expiring terms decide not to file by the close of the filing deadline,
the filing period will remain open through 5:00pm on Wednesday, March 14, 2018.
Registered voters who reside within Town limits are eligible to run for Town
Council. If you would like to check to see if you are currently registered to vote, you
may do so here:
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/rv/voting-information/elections-dashboard
Interested in Running?
Please Schedule an Appointment to Review and Receive Elections Material:
Candidate binders, required forms and related election materials will be available in
the Town Clerk's office at Town Hall (300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera)
beginning on the first day of the nomination period, February 12th.
Please contact Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk, at 415-927-5085 or via email,
rvaughn@tcmmail.org, to request an appointment any time during the filing period to
review and receive the elections materials. Due to the volume of forms and material
to review and receive, please allow approximately 1 hour for your appointment.
More Information:
If you have any questions about the elections process or would like further
information about the steps necessary to run for election, please feel free to contact
the Town Clerk at any time via the email address or phone number listed above.

Corte Madera Chronicles

8

Town Manager and Town Council Summaries
Town Manager Cusimano: Mr . Cusimano mentioned that outside our newsletter , he thanks
Peter Brown for his work to help us understand the work required for public project contracts.
Having staff available to implement internal projects has been helpful. Mr. Brown has created a
policy that involves all stakeholders and makes sure that delivery for projects is completed on
time. Second, a Central Marin Police Authority (CMPA) Council meeting recently occurred. He
received a tweet from the police chief of the day CMPA had an all-female police shift. This was
the first time in the history of the CMPA. Also, on the CMPA side, two important things were
discussed. One was to situate and get the insurance fund balanced since workers compensation
claims from the past put the fund in a deficit. Therefore, in March, the CMPA Council will be
submitting a request for an additional expenditure of what he believes to be $60,000 in order to
balance the fund. Second, there was a presentation on the social host ordinance from the local
coalition and they will be coming to all of the respective councils to discuss additional
amendments specific to marijuana and other items. Lastly, a presentation to the council will be
given on the mobile showers that are part of the homeless program.
Councilmember Ravasio: The Bicycle Pedestr ian Advisor y Committee (BPAC) meeting was
held last week. Peter Brown attended the meeting. Nine different projects were covered in less
than two hours. Two of the most notable projects were: A take on the Sanford and Casa Buena
Drive pathway and a first look at a complete street projects for Tamal Vista. Ravasio also
mentioned that the Disaster Preparedness Committee had the new Fire Marshal Ruben Martin
speak. As for the Neighborhood Response Groups (NRG’s), John and Lee Howard were hired on
June 1st, 2017 and have been doing an amazing job. They have started 10 NRG’s in Larkspur and
8 in Corte Madera. Thanks to their work, over 40,000 households in Twin Cities are enrolled in
the NRG program. Unfortunately, a replacement will have to be found for them in June. In
discussing the Coalition, he mentioned they are working to add amendments to the social host
ordinance to include marijuana. Finally, they will be launching a program called “Raising the
Bar.” The idea for this is that any kind of youth oriented party or celebration around sports, does
not include alcohol. They are trying to promote the appropriate modeling behavior. They will be
signing up various organizations so that if there is a celebration, it is substance free. They will be
advertising this idea and also having one on one meetings.
Councilmember Andrews: He attended the Flood Contr ol Boar d meeting and mentioned
they are continuing the infrastructure build-out. They will be pushing for the extension of slot
drains at Mariner Cove.
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Town Manager and Town Council Summaries
Vice Mayor Furst: The Tr anspor tation Author ity of Mar in (TAM) had a difficult decision to
make about shifting funds away from the Southern segment of the North-South Greenway.
Although she was very disappointed on this, she stated that the funds needed to shift because the
Northern segment is over budget by $3.5 million. Additionally, with the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail
Transit (SMART) train coming from San Rafael to Larkspur, there is a limited window to build a
multi-use path adjacent to the rail. If the path is not built now, it won’t be built, therefore, they had
to make the funds available. In the future, they will need to find ways to come up with the funding
that was shifted. Additionally, the City of Larkspur has taken ownership of an improved pathway
along Redwood Highway. Furst also mentioned attending the Safe Routes to School meeting and
noted the Redwood High School has been pushing for students to carpool. They incentivize the
students by allowing them to park in reserved “carpool” stalls. Crossing guards were also
discussed. Funding is very tight and many intersections lose their crossing guards due to the
funding shortages. Additionally, TAM will be going forward with a renewal of the ½ cent
transportation tax in November. They are trying to renew early so they can change the percentages
of where they allocate the funds. Finally, as a board member of the Central Marin Sanitation, Furst
represents the Northbay Watershed Association and she felt it important to inform everyone that
they are having a conference called “Extreme Future: Fire, Floods, Arising Bay” with guest
speakers Grant Davis (Director of California Department of Water Resources), Congressman Jared
Huffman, and the Executive Officer of the California Coastal Conservancy. The conference will
be held on April 4, 2018 from 8am to 4pm and will be $95 per person. For more information visit
the North Bay Watershed Association website.

Councilmember Bailey: He mentioned he attended the legislative committee meeting for the
Marin County Council of Mayors and Councilmembers (MCCMC). He stated he did not have a
detailed report at the moment but will provide one next time. Additionally, there was a Marin
Clean Energy Board meeting and Marin Clean Energy mentioned they are financially healthy and
are putting away significant reserves. They also will not be raising rates any time soon.
Mayor Condon: She stated she attended the cr ab feed sponsor ed by the Lions Club. It was
sold out and a great event. Second, she mentioned that on Wednesday would be the Third
Wednesday Speaker Series with the topic being “Caring for the Caregivers”. Furthermore, on
February 28th, Corte Madera will be hosting the MCCMC dinner. Corte Madera is following the
direction of the Supervisors who proclaimed 2018 as the Year of the Older Adult. Either a
Supervisor or an aid will speak along with Jody Timms and Pati Stoliar. Mayor Condon will also
provide a short PowerPoint presentation relating to the intergenerational center. She will also be
announcing that on April 29th from 2-4PM will be the grand opening of the intergenerational
center. A variety of activities and programs should already be occurring by that day. She is very
excited for this grand opening and is thankful to staff for all of their work to make this happen.

Corte Madera Chronicles

10

Corte Madera Agenda Center
To view current agendas and minutes for all boards, commissions, and
committees, please click on the following links:
1. View Most Recent Town Council Agenda

2. View Town Council Meeting Minutes
3. View Video Archive of Town Council and Planning Commission Meetings
4. Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Agendas and Minutes
5. Flood Control Board Agendas and Minutes
6. Parks and Recreation Commission Agendas and Minutes
7. Planning Commission Agendas and Minutes
8. Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee Agendas and Minutes
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Corte Madera Calendar of
Events
Date

Time

Event

Location & Contact Info

Monday,
February 26th

6:30 PM

Parks and Recreation
Commission Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

Tuesday,
February 27th

4:00 PM

Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight
Committee Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

Tuesday,
February 27th

7:00 PM

Planning Commission Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

For more calendar details click here.
To watch the Town Council and Planning Commission meeting videos, please visit our
YouTube channel by clicking here.
Please note that in order to receive notifications when the videos are uploaded, you must
click “subscribe”.

Contact Us:
Town of Corte Madera | 300 Tamalpais Dr. | Corte Madera, CA
94925 | Town Hall Administration: 415-927-5050

Open Hours for Town Departments:
Administration & Finance: Monday -Friday 8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
Building, Planning, Public Works/Engineering & Sanitary District No. 2:
Monday-Thursday 8am-11:30am and 1pm-3pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
Parks and Recreation: Monday -Thursday 8am-5pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
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