Corte Madera
Chronicles
June 22, 2018
Message from the Town Manager
Dear Corte Madera Residents:
As you all know, the Town of Corte Madera’s solid waste
management service is conducted by the Mill Valley Refuse
Service (MVRS). MVRS also serves eight other franchise
jurisdictions, through separate franchise agreements. Corte
Madera entered into a 20 year franchise agreement in February
2006. This agreement outlines management of recycling, composting,
garbage and even bulky waste collection. As normal practice, there is a fee
required for provided services.
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Quick Links

Solid waste collection fees have not been increased since 2015. However,
recently, the costs of providing solid waste services have increased
dramatically. The recycling marketplace caused by China’s “National
Sword” policy (which sets a much tougher standar d for contamination
levels and bans 24 types of solid waste including various plastics and
unsorted mixed papers, which were some of the U.S.’s largest exports),
rising fuel prices, a new union contract and new base rates for dumping trash
and compost, have led to MVRS’s request to increase rates.
At the request of the Town, a third-party consultant, R3 Consulting Group,
Inc., conducted a formal review and evaluation of MVRS’s rate increase
application. R3 concluded that the basis for MVRS’s request was justified
and they adjusted MVRS’s requested increase of 14.83% down to 13.77%
after taking into account the non-allowable costs (i.e. pensions) included in
Corte Madera’s franchise agreement, as well as other recommended
adjustments.
The Town of Corte Madera understands that a rate increase is very
concerning to all residents and business owners. We want to make sure that
you have advance notice that a public hearing has been scheduled to review,
discuss and consider approval of the new rates. We invite you to attend to
voice your concerns, ask questions and provide opinions on this matter. The
public hearing is scheduled for July 3rd at 6:30PM in the Council
Chambers at Town Hall located at 300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera.
We want you to have the opportunity to review all information currently
available prior to the public hearing. Please click on the links to view the
following documents:
 MVRS Franchise Agreement 2006-2026
 MVRS Letter and Rate Application
 R3 Consulting 2018 Final Report of Review of Rate Adjustment

Active Projects

Please note that MVRS will be providing a summarized chart of the
proposed rates, and this information will be available next week. Once this
information becomes available to us, we will send a notice through our
website and NextDoor. Stay tuned.

Maintaining Your Town

Sincerely,

Town Website

Get Emergency Alerts
Stay Informed

Todd Cusimano
Town Manager

300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 | 415-927-5050 | http://www.townofcortemadera.org
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PG&E Wildfire Safety Alert

A message from PG&E:

Dear Valued Customer:
As part of our commitment to safety, we are reaching out to our customers, like you, who live in or near high
wildfire-threat areas. We want to keep you and your family informed and updated of additional precautionary
steps that we are taking to address the growing threat of extreme weather and wildfires, such as possible
power outages. Please visit pge.com/mywildfirealerts today to update your contact information.

Taking action to keep you and your family safe.

To help ensure the safety of our customers and communities we are privileged to serve, we are taking action
with our Community Wildfire Safety Program. For your safety, it may be necessar y for us to
temporarily turn off electricity to your neighborhood or community when extreme fire danger conditions
occur. We know how much you rely on reliable electric service and would only consider temporarily
turning off power in the interest of safety, and as a last resort. If we need to turn off your power, we will
attempt to contact you in advance to ensure you have enough time to prepare. We will also provide updates
until power is restored.

What to expect if power is turned off.

In the event we need to turn off your power for safety reasons, here is what you can expect:
When and where possible, early warning notification so you can prepare. Extreme weather threats can

change quickly. Please make sure to update your contact information by visiting pge.com/
mywildfirealerts. We will use this information to alert you via automated calls, texts, and emails.

Additional updates through social media, local news, radio, and the pge.comwebsite.
Coordination with your local authorities to provide updated outage information.

Taking steps to prepare

We know you may have questions about how to best prepare for the threat of wildfires and the possibility that
power may be turned off. To learn whether your home is in or near a high wildfire-threat area on the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) fire map, visit cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps. All customer s
living in these high-risk areas should prepare an emergency plan. For more information on how to keep you
and your family emergency-ready and safe during an outage, please visit pge.com/wildfiresafety. You can
also reach us by email at wildfiresafety@pge.com.
Sincerely,
PG&E Wildfire Safety Team
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What’s Happening in Town
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What’s Happening in Town
Tennis Courts CLOSURES

Find Fulfillment
in the Second
Half of Life
Do you feel a desire to
have a greater impact,
to live your life more
fully?

Town Park Tennis courts will be closed for
resurfacing starting Monday, July 2nd. We hope to
have the courts open by Monday, July 16th.
During this closure, please use the Granada Park
tennis courts in East Corte Madera.
Once the Town Park courts are open, the Granada
Park tennis courts will be closed for resurfacing.
Therefore, it is expected that the Granada Park tennis
courts will be closed from Monday, July 16th to
Tuesday, July 31st.
If you have any questions on these closures, please
contact our Parks and Recreation Department at
415-927-5072

Dr. Anna Gatmon,
author of Living a
Spiritual Life in a
Material World: Four
Keys to Fulfillment and
Balance shares how
you can draw on your life experiences to live with
more meaning and purpose after fifty.
This presentation will be held on Monday, June 25th
from 10:30AM to 11:30AM at 707 Meadowsweet
Drive, Corte Madera.
For more information, please click here.

Kids Summer Challenge at the
Corte Madera Library
From June 1st to August 31st, kids can sign up for
the Summer Learning Challenge at any branch of
Marin County Free Library. All children will
receive a folder where they can keep track of the
minutes they have read, and receive suggestions for
fun learning activities.

Kids earn a Book Buck for every 100 minutes they
read (or are read to). Book Bucks can be exchanged
for a variety of prizes. Visit your local branch to see
the prizes available.
Kids can also choose to donate Book Bucks to our
Giving Program. This year Friends of the Library
will donate a dollar to Wildcare for every Book Buck donated (up to $500).
The Kids Summer Challenge Program is funded entirely by the generosity of the Friends of the Marin
County Free Library.
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What’s Happening in Town
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What’s Happening in Marin
Marine Science Sunday: Summer with the Sea Lions
Did you know that over half of all California sea lions are born on
June 15 each year? Take your family to celebrate a special Marine
Science Sunday where you will highlight one of California's most
iconic marine mammals and learn about what makes these animals so
special. Docent-led tours will take you around the hospital
showcasing some of the patients that are cared for and how the
veterinarians are getting them better. Classroom presentations will
feature interactive activities and multimedia showcasing the amazing
adaptations of California sea lions, their history at Pier 39, and stories
of the California sea lions at the hospital!
Program Summary


FREE Classroom Programs: Summer with the Sea Lions—12PM and 2PM (45 minute sessions)
Join the Marine Mammal Center for a special Marine Science Sunday and learn about the amazing
adaptations and history of California sea lions, including the animals at PIER 39 and current patients at our
hospital. A great complement to the docent-led tour!



Docent-led Tours* - 11AM, 1PM and 3PM
Learn fascinating facts about seals and sea lions from their education experts while seeing exhibits and
patient viewing areas. (*Small fee applies, it helps their patients!).

The Marine Mammal Center is located at 2000 Bunker Road, Fort Cronkhite, Sausalito. The FREE engaging
ocean-inspired classroom series will take place on Sunday, June 24th from 10AM to 4PM. Click here for
details.

Trail Riding Program
Join Marin County Parks on Wednesday, June 27th from 5PM to 7PM for a
summer series of rides to build confidence on Marin’s mountain biking trails.
Skilled mountain bikers and veterans of Marin’s off-road trails will offer tips and
techniques for beginners and teach riders proper trail etiquette, how to improve
balance, read the trail and pick a line, and safely navigate switchbacks as well as
other trail features in order to build confidence and skill. Locations will alternate
between the Stafford Lake Bike Park and 3 different locations of progressive
difficulty in Marin.
This event is ideal for 10 and up though riders of all ages are welcome. Degree
of difficulty: Easy. Wear comfortable athletic clothing and sturdy shoes. Don’t
forget to bring your bike, helmet, and pads. They’ll provide water and healthy
snacks. They request that no pets (except service animals) attend.
High fire danger cancels: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures.
If a "Red Flag" warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are
cancelled.
RSVP required; event is limited to 20 participants. The event location will be at Rush Cr eek
Preserve. Meet at the Pinheiro Fire Road gate on Binford Road in Novato.
For questions or more information, please contact Supervising Ranger Adam Craig or click here to
visit the Marin County Parks website.
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AGE-FRIENDLY INTERGENERATIONAL CENTER
SCHEDULE & PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

Drawing and Watercolor Basics

Instructor: John McCormick, BFA
Award-winning Artist and Instructor, San Francisco Academy of Art, et al
Mondays and Wednesdays,
10:30 am-12:30 pm
This is an All-Levels adult class. Beginners will receive basic understanding of materials while
intermediate and advanced students will be guided by the instructor and encouraged to work on their own
projects if desired. Explore using pencils and charcoal to develop an understanding of composition, spatial
relationships and value (lights and darks). Students will develop their skills in drawing while discovering
and nurturing their unique expression. These ideas will then be applied to watercolor painting. Materials
will be available for purchase or bring your own.
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Age-Friendly Intergenerational Center
AGE-FRIENDLY INTERGENERATIONAL CENTER SCHEDULE &
PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
Teen Techies for the Older Adult

Redwood High School Students
Mondays, 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Do you need help with your iPhone, iPad or laptop? Teen techies will provide guidance to master your
electronic devices with ease. Whether you’re a beginner or want to learn more about social media
(Facebook, Twitter, etc.) apps or photography, no question is too small. No fee with Pass.

AgeSong Marin

Facilitators: Mac Coffey and Judy Derstine
Mondays, 2:30-4:00 pm
Facilitated by Claudette Josephson and Nina Knox
These discussion groups provide conversation and connection for seniors who wish to explore life’s “third
act.” Each group of six to eight participants (plus two facilitators) meets during the day for 90 minutes,
once weekly for 8 weeks. Experienced leaders help us to tell our stories, make new connections, laugh at
our foibles, and reflect on our lives as we discover a sense of community and new opportunities for joy.
For further information and program cost, please contact AgeSong by phone at (415) 234-5040 or email
info@agesongmarin.org.

Fun with 3D Printing

Instructor: Michael Kim, Technology Consultant/Advisory; Lead Teacher, Club EDS program, Edna
Maguire Elementary; and Tech. Lead Instructor, Galileo Summer Quest
First and Third Tuesdays, 10:30am – 12:00 noon
Michael will demonstrate basic skills and software (much of it free) needed to successfully operate a 3D
printer. Learn what can be produced by a 3D printer in this fast-growing sector of technology. In this class,
you will learn everything you need to know to design and 3D print your own creations. No fee with Pass.

Grown-Up Crafts

Instructor: Julie Kritzberger, Executive Director, Corte Madera Chamber of Commerce and Crafter
Extraordinaire
2nd Tuesday of every month, 10:30 – 12:00 noon
Get your hands busy in a creative way! You'll be surprised at your own talents. Our expert creator will
show you the way. For total beginners and experienced crafters as well. Materials will be provided. No fee
with Pass.

Chair Yoga

Instructor: Megan Scott, PhD, Instructor California Pacific Medical Center, et al
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Curious about yoga, but not interested in getting up and down off the floor? Come for standing and seated
movements and stretching that increase range of motion, improve posture, restore flexibility and increase
breathing capacity. It will leave you with a smile on your face and an overall sense of well-being. No fee
with Pass.
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Age-Friendly Intergenerational Center
AGE-FRIENDLY INTERGENERATIONAL CENTER SCHEDULE &
PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
“Ask Jody”

Jody Timms, PhD , Marin Commission on Aging, Age-Friendly
Fairfax, A-F Marin
Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 2:00-3:00 pm
Dr. Timms' many years of professional experience in Marin have
provided her a vast knowledge of local resources for older adults.
When you have a challenging situation or are stumped by any
difficulty and need assistance, "Ask Jody" for guidance to the
appropriate organization or agency. No fee with Pass.

Storytime for Preschoolers with Ruth and Ruthe

Leaders: Ruth Nenaber, Retired Teacher and Director of the
Manzanita Children's Center, Marin City
Ruthe Hirsch, Former professional entertainer
Thursdays, 10:30 -11:30 am
Join us as we read, sing and play together. Fun for the entire family
from infants to grandparents. Books, songs, rhymes and fun for children of all ages. No fee with Pass.

From the Page to the Screen

Discussion Facilitator: Sally Gelardin, Ed.D. , Editor, Author, Consultant and Counselor
Second Thursday of every month at 2:00pm - Discussion at 3:30 pm
Whether you've read the book or seen the movie, participate in an entertaining conversation, reviewing and
critiquing the story. The movie will be shown just prior to the discussion. The first book/movie to be
discussed is Wonder on Thursday, May 10th. No fee with Pass.

Table Games

Monday through Thursday, 10:30 to 4:30pm (except during the lunch break)
The Green Room is available throughout the day for all ages to enjoy a hand of bridge, Mahjong, classic
and current board games, a jigsaw puzzle or just chitchat. No fee with Pass.

Knitting in Community

11:00 am – 12:00pm, Fourth Tuesday of every month
This is a great group of people inviting all community members to gather together to knit hats and blankets
for preemies and chemo patients at Kaiser San Rafael . No experience is necessary; seasoned knitters are
also welcome. This group activity is free to all.

Third Wednesday Speaker Series

1:00 – 2:30pm, Third Wednesday of every month
The Speaker Series, sponsored by Age-Friendly Corte Madera, Twin Cities Village, Age-Friendly
Solutions and Corte Madera Parks and Recreation Department, has presented years of well-attended,
successful events. All are invited to attend monthly informative and entertaining programs. No fee.

For questions on any of the posted information, please do not
hesitate to call 415-991-4040.

Corte Madera Chronicles

10

Town Manager and Council Reports
Town Manager Cusimano: He acknowledged the wor k of the Centr al Mar in Fir e Author ity (CMFA)
stating that we have had three potentially serious fires in the last few weeks and the response times provided
by CMFA were fabulous and the fires were controlled very quickly.
Town Clerk Vaughn: Mr s. Rebecca Vaughn pr ovided a r epor t on the election. She stated that she asked
the Marin County Registrar of Voters for an update on the status of the count of the outstanding provisional
ballots and she was informed that all outstanding ballots would be included in the updated count.
Additionally, she was informed that the final deadline to certify the votes was July 5th although they do not
anticipate it should take that long. Ms. Vaughn said they suggested she check in the week of the 25th so that
they can give her a better idea on when they plan on certifying the votes.
Vice Mayor Furst: She went to the Caltr ans Headquar ter s in Oakland to speak about the Tamalpais
Overcrossing and Pedestrian Improvements. The process is moving along and she is very pleased with the
changes Caltrans has made on removing potential crosswalks that would have been placed in an unsafe area
and she is also very pleased with the work conducted by the Director of Public Works, Peter Brown.
As for the Central Marin Sanitation Agency (CMSA), she mentioned that CMSA has implemented new
laboratory and plant information systems. Since this automates all of the reporting, they now have a better
ability to conduct lab reports.
Councilmember Bailey: He attended meetings on behalf of Councilmember Bob Ravasio for the Ross
Valley Paramedic Authority and meetings for the Marin County Council for Mayors and
Councilmembers’ (MCCMC) Legislative Committee and for Marin Clean Energy including one ex-parte
meeting with one of the new commissioners of the California Public Utilities Commission. He stated that due
to the late evening he would just say that all three multi-district entities are struggling with concerns but there
are no downsides to any of them. He stated he is happy to provide details on his meetings to anyone interested
in acquiring more information.

Mayor Condon: She attended the League of California Cities Housing Community and Economic
Development meeting in Sacramento and prior to the meeting it was reported that Governor Brown is leaving
office with one of the largest reserve funds in decades. Part of this is due to the fact that some of Brown’s
projects were never initiated. Therefore, a lot of those funds are going to be dedicated to address the
homelessness and housing issues in the State. One of the things that was brought up at the meeting was the
fact that SB 828 is moving along and many individuals felt that this bill might be including some local control
when it comes to affordable housing. However, Mayor Condon stated that at the meeting she pointed out the
fact that no one at the meeting was given information on what the methodology discussed in the bill actually
is or how the State was coming up with the numbers posed in the bill. The group agreed with her point and the
committee then voted not to support SB 828 unless there were amendments made. Mayor Condon used that
part of her report to emphasize to the remaining and incoming councilmembers that when it comes to housing
legislation, they should make sure they know what is being presented to them before they support or oppose
anything. She also mentioned that she has been the League of California Cities representative and she stated
the League always asks for individuals from each municipality to attend meetings and vote. She encouraged
someone from the Town to attend and represent and also stated that incoming and remaining councilmembers
should consider applying to be on one of the committees that is sponsored by the League. She emphasized
that this is a great way to find out about legislation that otherwise they would not hear about.
Condon then referred to Councilmember Bailey to report on LAFCO. Bailey mentioned that a seemingly
unclear decision was made by LAFCO to extend the term of the interim director from 2 months to 6 months.
Councilmember Andrews: He r epor ted that the Mar in Telecommunications Agency had a meeting and
mentioned that one of the issues that will be coming up will be on the 5G cell towers that Verizon wants to
place in town and he said the Town will be asked about the conditions they want to have in order to allow
them to proceed with that process.
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Corte Madera Agenda Center
To view current agendas and minutes for all boards, commissions, and
committees, please click on the following links:
1. View Most Recent Town Council Agenda

2. View Town Council Meeting Minutes
3. View Video Archive of Town Council and Planning Commission Meetings
4. Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Agendas and Minutes
5. Flood Control Board Agendas and Minutes
6. Parks and Recreation Commission Agendas and Minutes
7. Planning Commission Agendas and Minutes
8. Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee Agendas and Minutes
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Corte Madera Calendar of
Events
Date

Time

Event

Location & Contact Info

Monday,
June 25th

6:30 P.M.

Parks and Recreation
Commission Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

Tuesday,
June 26th

7:00 P.M.

Planning Commission Meeting

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5050
Agenda Center

For more calendar details click here.
To watch the Town Council and Planning Commission meeting videos, please visit our
YouTube channel by clicking here.
Please note that in order to receive notifications when the videos are uploaded, you must
click “subscribe”.

Contact Us:
Town of Corte Madera | 300 Tamalpais Dr. | Corte Madera, CA
94925 | Town Hall Administration: 415-927-5050

Open Hours for Town Departments:
Administration & Finance: Monday -Friday 8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
Building, Planning, Public Works/Engineering & Sanitary District No. 2:
Monday-Thursday 8am-11:30am and 1pm-3pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
Parks and Recreation: Monday -Thursday 8am-5pm, Closed to the public on
Fridays
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