TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
FRIDAY MAILING
FOR WEEK ENDING:

11/21
11/21/14
21/14

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING
Town Hall
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1418
TOWN AGENCY:

CORTE MADERA PLANNING COMMISSION

HEARING DATE:

THURSDAY, December 18, 2014

TIME AND PLACE:

7:30 P.M., CORTE MADERA TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 TAMALPAIS DRIVE

SUBJECT SITE:

1421 and 1425 Casa Buena Drive, Corte Madera (Assessor’s Parcel Number 033-011-02)

APPLICANT:

Campus Properties, LLC

ZONE:

R-2 (Low-Density Multiple Dwelling District)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town of Corte Madera Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the
Casa Buena Townhomes project and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration. The Casa Buena Townhomes project proposes
the development of 16 attached townhomes on an approximately 1.23-acre site located at 1421 and 1425 Casa Buena
Drive (Assessor’s Parcel Number 033-011-02). The townhomes would consist of four different designs and would vary
between two- and three-story units, with units having either 3 or 4 bedroom floor plans. The townhomes would be arranged
in 4 rows of 4 homes each accessed off a single driveway. The proposed project includes a vesting tentative map for a
subdivision of the proposed lot as part of a condominium subdivision map and a request for Density Bonus. The project
applicant is requesting an exception to the existing 30-foot height limitation established in the R-2 Low-Density Multiple
Dwelling District Regulations (Section 18.08.120 (g) of the Corte Madera Municipal Code) to allow a maximum building
height up to 37 feet, 6 inches pursuant to California Government Code Section 65915(d)(2)(A). Additionally, pursuant to
California Government Code 65915(e)(1) the applicant is requesting a reduction in the required 35 foot rear yard setback
(Section 18.08.120 (e) of the Corte Madera Municipal Code) to allow 25 feet.
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, an Initial Study and Environmental Checklist were prepared for the
proposed project. The Initial Study and Environmental Checklist identified potentially significant impacts in the following
areas: air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, noise, transportation and traffic, and utilities/service systems.
The analysis concluded that potential impacts would be reduced to less than significant with the implementation of
mitigation measures, and as a result, a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared for Commission
consideration with the project at the above referenced public hearing.
The proposed project plans and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration can be reviewed on the Town of Corte Madera
website at http://www.ci.corte-madera.ca.us/, and at the Town of Corte Madera Planning Department, located at 300
Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, California, 94925. Written comments on this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration must
be sent to the Planning Department address listed above and should reference the project name. The 30-day review and
comment period will extend from November 18, 2014 to December 17, 2014. Comments may also be presented at the
Planning Commission hearing on December 18, 2014.
All persons interested in the foregoing are invited to appear before the Corte Madera Planning Commission at the time, day
and place mentioned above. If you challenge this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this NOTICE, or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Corte Madera at, or prior to, the public hearing. All written responses will become part of the public record. If you are
interested in more information about this application, please contact the Corte Madera Planning Department at 927-5064.
Staff reports are usually available by 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the meeting and may be obtained from the Planning
Department, Corte Madera Town Hall, 300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera.
I do hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Public Hearing was duly processed according to the California Government
Code and the Corte Madera Municipal Code.
Adam Wolff, Planning Director
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please
contact the Planning Division at 415-927-5064. Notification two business days (the Friday before the meeting) prior to the
meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.
Mailed November 18, 2014
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
Town of Corte Madera
Town Hall
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1418

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
of the

Draft EIR for the
Corte Madera Inn Rebuild Project
To: Public Agencies and Concerned
Citizens/Interested Parties

From: Town of Corte Madera
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Project Applicant: Reneson Hotels, Inc.
Notice: Notice is hereby given that the Town of Corte Madera, acting as Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will receive public comment and recommendations on a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) prepared for the Corte Madera Inn Rebuild Project. The review period
extends for 52 days beginning November 17, 2014 and ends at 5:00 pm on January 9, 2015. All comments
regarding the Draft EIR must be received by this ending date/time.
Project Location: 56 Madera Blvd., Corte Madera, CA
Project Description: The applicant, Reneson Hotels, proposes building demolitions and new construction to
develop a hotel with 187 total rooms. The new hotel would be a “dual-branded” hotel project, with one part
being a limited-service traditional transient occupancy hotel (79 total rooms) and the other being an extendedstay hotel (i.e., with kitchenettes) (108 total rooms). The extended-stay hotel would be called Residence Inn by
Marriott and the limited-service hotel would be called SpringHill Suites by Marriott. New landscaping would
be added to the perimeter of the site as well as interior portions of the site. A pool, spa, and water features would
be provided for hotel guest use.
The new building would be a “U-shaped” (partial forth side return) two- to three-story building with a driveway
entrance off Madera Boulevard. The two-story portions would be located along the eastern portion of the site,
fronting U.S. Highway 101, and along the western portion of the site, fronting Tamal Vista Boulevard. The open
portion of the “U” would front on Tamal Vista Blvd., toward the western edge of the site.
The existing 0.64-acre pond on the project site would be filled, the existing restaurant is proposed to be
removed, and a restaurant use is not proposed to reoccupy the site.
The project would require a General Plan amendment and a rezoning to allow an increase in the allowable floor
area ratio (FAR) for the site from 0.34 to 0.55.1 The current General Plan designation is Mixed-Use
Commercial. The amendment would designate the site as “Motel/Hotel Highway Commercial.” The current
zoning is C-3 Highway Commercial, with the Baylands Risk Zone and Natural Habitat Special Purpose Overlay
District. The rezoning would designate the site as “C-5 Motel/Hotel Highway Commercial” and retain the
Baylands Risk Zone and Natural Habitat Special Purpose Overlay District.The C-5 district would retain all the
1

Floor area ratio refers to the ratio of total square footage of building area to the size of the site.

development standards of the C-3 district, except for the 0.34 FAR. The C-5 zoning would be specific to the
project site (see Appendix H). In addition, the project requires design review approval.
Potential Environmental Impacts: Potentially significant impacts were identified related to aesthetics, air quality,
biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water
quality, land use, noise, public services, transportation, utilities and service systems. Each of these potentially
significant impacts would be mitigated to a less than significant level if the identified mitigation measures are
implemented. The Town of Corte Madera, as lead agency, would ensure implementation of the mitigation measures;
therefore, all impacts will be less than significant.
Public Review Period: The public review period for the Draft EIR extends from November 17, 2014 through January 9,
2015.
Public Hearing: A public hearing on the Draft EIR will be held before the Town of Corte Madera Planning
Commission on December 9, 2014 at 7:30 PM at the Council Chambers of the Town Hall located at 300
Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925
Location Where Document Can Be Reviewed: The Town has prepared a Draft EIR for the subject project pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act. This document is available for review at the Town of Corte Madera Planning
Department, 300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94952 or may be downloaded from the Town’s website at:
www.townofcortemadera.org.
Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report must be received, in writing,
by the end of the review period, January 9, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.
Submit comments to Adam Wolff, Planning and Building Director
Town of Corte Madera Planning Department
300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera CA 94925
Or Email to : AWolff@tcmmail.org
Phone: (415) 927-5064

Beginning
Bollywood

Fusion!
1st-4th
G ra d e s
Tuesdays
Dec 2-Jan 20
3:30-4:30pm
Register
www.cmparksandrec.org
Or call 415-927-5072

Capoeira
for

Adults
& Teens
Capoeira is an Afro-Brazilian
martial art form that incorporates
acrobatics, dance, percussion and
songs in a rhythmic dialogue of
body, mind and spirit.
In this communal and competitive
game, “capoeiristas” use selfdefense kicks, playful acrobatics
and dance-like moves, creating a
beautiful harmonic dance.

Jan 6-Mar 10 6:15-7:30pm
To register
www.cmparksandrec.org
Or call 415-927-5072.

The following update was received from the Marin County Free Library regarding
upcoming renovations and temporary closure for the Corte Madera Library:

The Corte Madera branch of the Marin County Free Library is closing from Thursday, November
27 through Monday, December 15 for the final phase of a major renovation project to improve
services and make aesthetic upgrades.
The library will be re-opening on Tuesday, December 16. The remodel will feature renovations
to the teen area, lobby area and technology upgrades. There will be a new single information
desk to address all patron needs, new check-out stations, including one in the Children's Room,
and improved accessibility. An expanded holds pick-up area and interior book return will add
convenience. New chairs and counter will be in the teen area, and new lounge seating in the
alcoves.
The lobby and new/high demand materials area will be more open and bright, with shelving that
makes browsing a breeze. The improved layout of materials in the library stacks will make
finding what you want easier. Our friendly, expert staff will be here to assist, as always.
•
•
•
•

During the renovation, materials placed on hold may be picked up in the Corte Madera
Library Meeting Room from 3-7 pm on December 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and 10.
The library will be unable to take any book returns during the closure and the book return
will be closed. Please return library materials to any other MARINet library.
There will be no programs during the closure.
No book donations will be accepted, but donations may be dropped off at the Friends of
the Library Book Place at 1608 Grant Ave. in Novato.

Access to eBooks and other electronic resources are always available 24/7. All other branches
of the Marin County Free Library will remain open.
The project is funded from Measure A, a $49-per-parcel measure that was approved by 74% of
voters in 2010. Funds from the five-year tax allow branches to make structural improvements,
extend library hours, hire new staff and provide programming for children, teens and
seniors. Extensive upgrades have already been made at Novato, Marin City, Point Reyes,
Inverness, Civic Center and Fairfax branches with Measure A funds.
For more information about the closure and remodel, contact us at the library at 415-924-3515.

New Rebates Available from the Marin Municipal Water District

MMWD has several new rebate programs that Corte Madera Flood Control
Board would like residents to know about.

New! Five More Ways to Save: Up to $50 Each, Up to $250 for All Five
Get paid to save with five new rebates from MMWD! For a limited time, we’re
offering residential customers rebates up to $50 each for the following products:

o

Pool covers

o

Hot water recirculating systems

o

Organic mulch

o

Laundry-to-landscape system components

o

Rain barrels

Pick and choose the product categories that make sense for your home, and
purchase one or more for a total rebate of up to $250 for all five.
For more information, and to download an application, please visit:
http://www.marinwater.org/163/Rebates

Message from the Corte Madera Flood Board:
The Corte Madera Flood Board believes installing a rain water harvesting
system not only conserves water but if residents capture the initial run-off
from your roof and release it between storms you will help limit runoff that
enters our canals and decreases the need for pumping. This saves
electricity and allows the pumps to last longer.

