TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
FRIDAY MAILING
FOR WEEK ENDING:

12/12/14

The Neighborhood Response Group (NRG) Program
The Neighborhood Response Group (NRG) Program is a model plan intended for neighborhood
preparedness and response. It is being used in the communities of Corte Madera, Larkspur and
Greenbrae. It was developed by members of the Twin Cities Disaster Preparedness Committee (TCDPC).
The Twin Cities Disaster Preparedness Committee (TCDPC) is an advisory group, whose mission is to lead
a unified effort to build disaster-resilient communities in Larkspur, Corte Madera and Greenbrae. TCDPC
supports and educates residents, business owners, and schools, both public and private, regarding
disasters by developing risk awareness, providing safety and risk mitigation education, and by
advocating the need for ongoing emergency and disaster preparedness.
The City of Larkspur, Town of Corte Madera, and the Central Marin Police Authority endorse and
support the NRG program through the TCDPC. NRG is being offered to neighborhoods throughout the
involved communities as a model program to prepare their residents to be more disaster-ready by using
organization, education and communication. The model NRG program is presented to and handed off to
neighborhoods to use as they desire. Many neighborhoods have adopted the basic concept of NRG and
have modified it to fit their unique circumstances.
Support and some limited financial assistance to start the program are available through the TCDPC.
For more information: www.NRGMarin.org or Lee & John Howard leejohn7@gmail.com

Central Marin Police Authority, along with Corte Madera and Larkspur Fire Departments,
The Corte Madera Chamber of Commerce and Corte Madera Lion’s Club
AND

PRESENT THE 14th ANNUAL HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION

“THINGS FOR TEENS and
TOYS FOR KIDS”
Gifts may be dropped off at any of the following locations beginning
Saturday, Dec 6, 2014 until Friday December 19, 2014:
Central Marin Police Authority, 250 Doherty Drive, Larkspur and 525 San Anselmo Ave, S.A.
Corte Madera Fire Department, 342 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera
Larkspur Fire Department, 15 Barry Way, Larkspur

There will also be a collection site at The Village Shopping Center in the center court, hosted by
Central Marin Police, Larkspur and Corte Madera Fire Personnel, Corte Madera Chamber and
Corte Madera Lion’s Club on:
Saturdays and Sundays Dec 13, 14, 20, and 21 from 12 pm to 5 pm at center court.
All items will be distributed to our local youth and children in Marin Health and Human
Services. We are especially looking for items for older kids and teens. Some suggestions are
movie passes, gift cards to music, book stores and clothing stores, or eating establishments.
Monetary donations will be used to fill wish lists.
Checks can be made out to “CMPA Gift Drive”
For more information contact Officer Patty Monge, Central Marin Police Authority, 927-5150 or
pmonge@centralmarinpolice.org

SAND BAG FILLING STATION LOCATIONS

With the rainy season in full swing this week, I want everyone to know that the Town continues
to offer two sand bag filling stations. All necessary supplies should be available at both
locations. Please call (415) 927-5050 if anything is missing or running low.
1) In East Corte Madera, on Paradise Drive. It is located in the parking lot adjacent to San
Clemente Park / Cove School playground fields.

2) The other location is in the parking lot behind Fire Station 14, between the station and the Post
Office.

CHRISTMAS SAFETY TIPS
Following a few simple fire safety tips can prevent a tragedy and help ensure a
happy and safe holiday.
Christmas Trees. If your household includes a natural tree in its festivities,
keep the tree watered. Christmas trees account for hundreds of fires annually.
Well-watered trees are not a problem; however, a dry and neglected tree can
be.
Selecting a Tree for the Holidays. Needles on fresh trees should be green and
hard to pull back from the branches, and the needles should not break if the
tree has been freshly cut. Old trees can be identified by bouncing the tree trunk
on the ground. If many needles fall off, it’s a sign that the tree was cut long
ago and is a fire hazard.
Caring for Your Tree. Do not place your tree close to a heat source,
including a fireplace or heat vent. The heat will dry out the tree, causing it to
be more easily ignited by heat, flame, or sparks. Do not put your live tree up
too early or leave it up for longer than two weeks. Keep the tree stand filled
with water at all times.
Disposing of Your Tree. Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or
wood-burning stove. When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. The best
way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to a recycling center or having it
hauled away by a community pick-up service.
Maintain Your Holiday Lights. Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed
wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation, broken or cracked sockets, and
excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Use only lighting listed by
an approved testing laboratory.
Do Not Overload Electrical Outlets. Do not link more than three light
strands, unless the directions indicate it is safe. Connect strings of lights to an
extension cord before plugging the cord into the outlet. Make sure to
periodically check the wires – they should not be warm to the touch.
Avoid Using Lit Candles. If you do use lit candles, make sure they are in
stable holders and place them where they cannot be easily knocked down.
Never leave the house with candles burning. Never Put Lit Candles on a
Tree.

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING
Town Hall
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1418
TOWN AGENCY:

CORTE MADERA PLANNING COMMISSION

HEARING DATE:

THURSDAY, December 18, 2014

TIME AND PLACE:

7:30 P.M., CORTE MADERA TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 TAMALPAIS DRIVE

SUBJECT SITE:

1421 and 1425 Casa Buena Drive, Corte Madera (Assessor’s Parcel Number 033-011-02)

APPLICANT:

Campus Properties, LLC

ZONE:

R-2 (Low-Density Multiple Dwelling District)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town of Corte Madera Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the
Casa Buena Townhomes project and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration. The Casa Buena Townhomes project proposes
the development of 16 attached townhomes on an approximately 1.23-acre site located at 1421 and 1425 Casa Buena
Drive (Assessor’s Parcel Number 033-011-02). The townhomes would consist of four different designs and would vary
between two- and three-story units, with units having either 3 or 4 bedroom floor plans. The townhomes would be arranged
in 4 rows of 4 homes each accessed off a single driveway. The proposed project includes a vesting tentative map for a
subdivision of the proposed lot as part of a condominium subdivision map and a request for Density Bonus. The project
applicant is requesting an exception to the existing 30-foot height limitation established in the R-2 Low-Density Multiple
Dwelling District Regulations (Section 18.08.120 (g) of the Corte Madera Municipal Code) to allow a maximum building
height up to 37 feet, 6 inches pursuant to California Government Code Section 65915(d)(2)(A). Additionally, pursuant to
California Government Code 65915(e)(1) the applicant is requesting a reduction in the required 35 foot rear yard setback
(Section 18.08.120 (e) of the Corte Madera Municipal Code) to allow 25 feet.
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, an Initial Study and Environmental Checklist were prepared for the
proposed project. The Initial Study and Environmental Checklist identified potentially significant impacts in the following
areas: air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, noise, transportation and traffic, and utilities/service systems.
The analysis concluded that potential impacts would be reduced to less than significant with the implementation of
mitigation measures, and as a result, a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared for Commission
consideration with the project at the above referenced public hearing.
The proposed project plans and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration can be reviewed on the Town of Corte Madera
website at http://www.ci.corte-madera.ca.us/, and at the Town of Corte Madera Planning Department, located at 300
Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera, California, 94925. Written comments on this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration must
be sent to the Planning Department address listed above and should reference the project name. The 30-day review and
comment period will extend from November 18, 2014 to December 17, 2014. Comments may also be presented at the
Planning Commission hearing on December 18, 2014.
All persons interested in the foregoing are invited to appear before the Corte Madera Planning Commission at the time, day
and place mentioned above. If you challenge this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this NOTICE, or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Corte Madera at, or prior to, the public hearing. All written responses will become part of the public record. If you are
interested in more information about this application, please contact the Corte Madera Planning Department at 927-5064.
Staff reports are usually available by 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the meeting and may be obtained from the Planning
Department, Corte Madera Town Hall, 300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera.
I do hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Public Hearing was duly processed according to the California Government
Code and the Corte Madera Municipal Code.
Adam Wolff, Planning Director
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please
contact the Planning Division at 415-927-5064. Notification two business days (the Friday before the meeting) prior to the
meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.
Mailed November 18, 2014
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TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Town Hall
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1418

TOWN AGENCY:

CORTE MADERA TOWN COUNCIL

HEARING DATE:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2014

TIME AND PLACE:

7:30 P.M., CORTE MADERA TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 TAMALPAIS DRIVE

SUBJECT:

Precise Plan Amendment No. 14-002 - To allow a Precise Plan Amendment to demolish,
redesign, and rebuild the clock tower and to remove and relocate the elephant fountain at
Corte Madera Town Center.

SITE:

Corte Madera Town Center

PROPERTY OWNER:

770 Tamalpais Drive, INC.

ZONE:

C-2 Regional Shopping District; Baylands Risk Zone Natural Habitat Overlay District

The Corte Madera Town Center is requesting an amendment to the 1985 Precise Plan to demolish, redesign and rebuild
the Clock Tower located within the pedestrian court yard. The proposal also includes the removal and relocation of the
elephant fountain at the Center to another pedestrian court yard at the southern end of the Center.
The Precise Plan Amendment application was last heard by the Planning Commission on November 19, 2014, wherein the
Commission unanimously recommended that the Town Council approve the application. The Town Council will now hear
this item in a public hearing on Tuesday, December 16, 2014. A complete set of plans can be reviewed at the
Planning Department offices. A rendering of the tower and the fountain are shown on page two of this notice.
The Planning Department recommends that this project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
under Categorical Exemption Class 1 (CEQA Article 19, Section 15301). All persons interested in the foregoing are invited
to appear before the Corte Madera Town Council at the time, day and place mentioned above. If you challenge this
project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing
described in this NOTICE, or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of Corte Madera at, or prior to, the public
hearing. All written responses will become part of the public record.
If you are interested in more information about this application, please contact Senior Planner, Phil Boyle at the Corte
Madera Planning Department at 927-5067. Staff reports are usually available by 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the
meeting and may be obtained from the Planning Department, Corte Madera Town Hall, 300 Tamalpais Drive. I do hereby
certify that the foregoing Notice of Public Hearing was duly processed according to the California Government Code and
the Corte Madera Municipal Code.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the
Planning Division at 415-927-5064. Notification two business days (the Friday before the meeting) prior to the meeting will enable the
Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.
Posted on or before December 5, 2014
Phil Boyle, Senior Planner
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TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Town Hall
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1418

TOWN AGENCY:

CORTE MADERA TOWN COUNCIL

HEARING DATE:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2014

TIME AND PLACE:

7:30 P.M., CORTE MADERA TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 TAMALPAIS
DRIVE

SUBJECT:

TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS RELATED TO
TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING, EMERGENCY SHELTERS, HOUSING
FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, AND THE STATE HOUSING DENSITY
BONUS LAW.

The Corte Madera Town Council will consider proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments related to
implementation programs adopted in the 2011 Housing Element. The proposed amendments would carry out
housing policies related to reducing barriers in housing for individuals with disabilities, and removing barriers
and promoting development and rehabilitation of housing to meet special needs, including supportive,
transitional and emergency housing. Amendments are also proposed to update and clarify existing provisions
in the Zoning Ordinance related to housing density bonuses to make them consistent with State law. These
proposed amendments are required in order for the Town to qualify for a “streamlined” review of its 20152023 Draft Housing Element, which is currently being prepared.
On November 19, 2014, the Corte Madera Planning Commission recommended that that the Town Council
approve the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments and determined that the amendments related to
transitional and supportive housing, emergency shelter, and housing for individuals with disabilities were within
the scope of the Program EIR for the 2009 General Plan and that no further environmental review was
required pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines sections 15168 and 15162. In
addition, the Planning Commission determined that the amendments to make existing density bonus provisions
consistent with State density bonus law is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) since it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity will have a
significant effect on the environment.
All persons interested in the foregoing are invited to appear before the Corte Madera Planning Commission at
the time, day and place mentioned above. If you challenge this project in court, you may be limited to raising
only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this NOTICE, or in written
correspondence delivered to the Town of Corte Madera at, or prior to, the public hearing. All written
responses will become part of the public record.
If you are interested in more information about this application, please contact the Corte Madera Planning
Department at 927-5064. Staff reports are usually available by 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the meeting
and may be obtained from the Planning Department, Corte Madera Town Hall, 300 Tamalpais Drive.
I do hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Public Hearing was duly processed according to the California
Government Code and the Corte Madera Municipal Code.

/s/ Adam Wolff, Planning Director
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please
contact the Planning Division at 415-927-5064. Notification two business days (the Friday before the meeting) prior to the
meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.
Sent December 4, 2014

