TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
FRIDAY MAILING
FOR WEEK ENDING:

7/24/15

SPECIAL AGENDA
(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)

TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Corte Madera Town Hall Council Chambers
300 Tamalpais Dr.

WEDNESDAY, July 29, 2015
7:00 P.M.

1.

OPENING
Call to Order

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
The public is invited to address the Parks and Recreation Commission on any matter in the
Commission’s jurisdiction, except for items scheduled for Continued or New Hearings.
Comments are limited to three minutes per speaker. The public will be given an opportunity
to speak on each agenda item at the time it is called. The Parks and Recreation Commission
may discuss and/or take action regarding any or all of the items listed below. Once the public
comment portion of any item on this agenda has been closed by the Commission, no further
comment from the public will be permitted unless authorized by the Chair or the commission
and if so authorized, said additional public comment shall be limited to the provision of
information not previously provided to the Commission or as otherwise limited by order of the
Chair or Commission.

3.

CONSENT CALENDAR
The purpose of the Consent Calendar is to group items together which are routine or have
been discussed previously and do not require further discussion. They will be approved by a
single motion. Any member of the Commission, Town Staff, or the Public may request
removal of an item for discussion. Rescheduling of the item(s) will be at the discretion of the
Chair and Commission.

4.

BUSINESS ITEMS
a.

Reorganization of Commission (Select Chair and Vice Chair)

b.

Approve minutes from June 22 Meeting

c.

Discussion and Possible Action of Park and Recreation Capital Projects Plan

d.

Review advanced draft of Fall / Winter Activity Guide 2015

e.

FY 2014-2015 Programming Report

5.

ROUTINE AND OTHER MATTERS
The following items do not require a formal hearing, although the Chair and staff will indicate
why each item is on the agenda. Commission may decide to reschedule the item as a public
hearing.
A. STATUS REPORTS
-

Town Council Meetings: July

B. COMMISSIONERS’ - REPORTS
C. DIRECTOR’S REPORT – UPDATES
D.

Recreation Center
Outdoor
Neil Cummins Gym
Kids Club
Summer Playground
Special Events
Capital Projects
Disaster Council
Centennial Committee
Budget Status

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
-

Reorganize Commission (Select Chair and Vice-Chair), Annual Programming
Report, Review of Fall Brochure

E. ITEMS FOR YEARLY REVIEW
-

JAN: Review of Fee Resolution
FEB: Review of Roberts Rules of Order, Brown Act, Commissioners
Responsibilities, Review of Summer Brochure
MAR: Summer Playground Presentation for Upcoming Year
APR: Kids Club Mid-Year Review
MAY: (May date needs to be re-scheduled due to Holiday)
JUNE: Senior Volunteer of the Year, Capital Improvement Discussion,
Measure “A” Money
JULY: Reorganize Commission (Select Chair and Vice-Chair), Annual
Programming Report, Review of Fall Brochure
AUG: Kids Club Presentation for Upcoming Year
SEPT: Summer Playground Re-Cap
OCT: Review of Winter Brochure
NOV: Mid-Year Budget Review, Commission Wish List Review
DEC:

F. TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
JAN – FONG

FEB – PHIPPS

MAR – WEST

APR – CASISSA

MAY – JANOWSKY

JUNE – ENGSTROM

JUL – McFARLAND

AUG - WEST

SEPT - FONG

OCT - PHIPPS

NOV - CASISSA

DEC - JANOWSKY

G. ADJOURNMENT
-

Next regular meeting will be on August 17 or August 31 at the Corte Madera
Council Chambers.

H. PROCEDURAL NOTES
-

All documents relating to agenda items are available for the public review in the
Parks and Recreation Departments of the Town of Corte Madera Offices at 498
Tamalpais Dr., between the hours of 8am – 5pm Monday – Thursday. Staff reports
are normally available on Thursday afternoon preceding the Monday meeting. It is
recommended that you contact the Parks and Recreation Department for availability.

-

Each person desiring to speak on an item will be given an opportunity at the
appropriate time. Please state your name and address as the meeting is being
recorded.

-

APPEAL – Following the actions by the Parks and Recreation Commission at a
public hearing or meeting, any decision of the Commission may be appealed to the
Town Council within TEN (10) calendar days.

-

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance
to participate in this meeting, please contact the Parks and Recreation Department at
(415) 927-5072. For auxiliary aids or services or other reasonable accommodations
to be provide by Town at or before the meeting, please notify the Parks and
Recreation Department at least 3 business days (the Wednesday before the
meeting) in advance of the meeting date. If the Town does not receive timely
notification of your reasonable request, the Town may not be able to make the
necessary arrangements by the time of the meeting.

The Importance of Defensible Space
Marin hillsides, while beautiful, are an ideal environment for a devastating wildland fire. With the onset of summer months comes the
drying and curing of our lands. As temperatures peak, humidity drops and the summer winds blow, the potential for wildland fires
increase. Despite the efforts of the fire services, many homes are lost each year due to wildland and wildland urban interface fires. It
is imperative that you prepare now to protect your home from such occurrences.
For comprehensive instruction on creating defensible space, visit FIRESafe MARIN!

VISIT Http://www.readysetgomarin.org
or
Http:///www.firesafemarin.org
For more information on wildland fire preparedness

The Importance of Roadway Clearance

Marin Fire Agencies operate specialized fire apparatus that helps us navigate the narrow streets and hills of our community. ·Even
with our state-of-the-art fire engines, we depend on roadways clear of obstructions and overgrown vegetation to access your
neighborhood safely and quickly during emergencies. ·Cooperation and involvement from homeowners in each hillside neighborhood
is critical to prevent obstructions, like illegally parked cars and overgrown vegetation, that ·impede our access and your safe escape
in the event of a wildfire. ·Your survival during a fast spreading wildfire may depend on vegetation clearance work finished months
earlier.
Defensible space does NOT mean removing all vegetation from around your home. Defensible space means MODIFYING
and MAINTAINING vegetation to reduce the intensity and speed of a wildfire when it reaches your home.

* Create a "clean" zone with few or no combustibles within 30 feet of your home.
* Create a fuel-reduction zone from 30'-100' (or to your property line, if closer) to slow the spread of an approaching wildfire.
• Cut dry grass regularly within 100 feet of your home. Gas powered tools can start fires when fire danger is high, so work early in the
morning on a cool, moist day, if possible. Rake and remove clippings.
• Use irrigated, fire-resistant plants where possible. Rock, stone, and other materials can be used to create an attractive, fire-safe
landscape.
• Make decks fire safe by clearing vegetation and combustibles like lumber and firewood from underneath. Enclose underside with
fire resistant building materials if possible.
• Apply 1/4 inch mesh screen to all roof and basement vent openings.
• Keep trees limbed up 10' from the ground or from the tops of plants below (or 1/3 the height of trees shorter than 30'), and cut back
at least 10' from your chimney and roof. Remove all dead limbs.
• Clean all needles and leaves from the roof and rain gutters regularly during fire season.
• Maintain your landscaping by mowing, watering, weeding and removing dead needles and leaves.
• Maintain fire engine access to your home by clearing vegetation 10 from the sides of roads and driveways and 14' vertically.
• Make your address visible from the street in both directions, with 4" (minimum) reflective numbers on a contrasting background.

The Walkway Adjacent to US101 Off-Ramp over Corte Madera Creek will be Widened
Join the Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) for the
North-South Greenway Gap Closure Project
Public Workshop!
The Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) invites you to a Public Workshop on Wednesday, July 29th to
provide input on design concepts for the North-South Greenway Gap Closure Project. The Public Workshop
will include a presentation discussing progress to date, how public input has informed design concepts, and
next steps. This will be followed by a discussion period with opportunities for community members to provide
additional feedback.
Workshop Details:
Wednesday, July 29th, 2015
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Central Marin Police Authority
Community Meeting Room
250 Doherty Drive
Larkspur, CA 94939
The Transportation Authority of Marin continues to sponsor a series of projects to close the gap in the non-motorized
transportation network referred to as the “North/South Greenway”. Past project examples include the Puerto Suello Hill
path in San Rafael, the CalPark Hill Tunnel path between Larkspur and San Rafael, and the Central Marin Ferry
Connector (CMFC) Bridge and Path over Sir Francis Drake Blvd which is currently under construction. The next set of
projects under development will create a multi-use path connecting the CMFC path with the existing multi-use paths at
the corner of Old Redwood Highway and Wornum Drive in Corte Madera. This alignment will cross the Corte Madera
Creek using the Caltrans highway structure and then traverse to the east towards the levee. Once it reaches the levee
the path will continue south down to connect to the existings paths.
As we work with our partner agencies in the project area including SMART, Caltrans, the City of Larkspur, the Town of
Corte Madera, and the County of Marin we prepared an implementation strategy that allows TAM staff to lead the
development efforts for the Northern Segment and County staff to lead the development efforts for the “Southern
Segment”. TAM appreciates the County’s willingness to accept the role of lead agency for the Southern Segment.

Learn more about the project by visiting www.nsgreenwaygapclosure.com

Southern Segment
Path will be to the left of the Railroad Tracks

Staff Contacts
Northern Segment
Transportation Authority of Marin
Bill Whitney, Principal Project Delivery Manager
Phone: 1-415-226-0823
Email: bwhitney@tam.ca.gov
Southern Segment
County of Marin
Ernest Klock, Principal Civil Engineer
Phone: 1-415-473-6552
Email: eklock@marincounty.org

Northern Segment
Improvements will be made to Old Rewood Highway

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
of the

Recirculated Draft EIR (REIR) for the
Corte Madera Inn Rebuild Project
Town of Corte Madera
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925
To: Public Agencies and Concerned
Citizens/Interested Parties

From: Town of Corte Madera
300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Project Applicant: Reneson Hotels, Inc.
Notice: Notice is hereby given that the Town of Corte Madera, acting as Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will receive public comment and recommendations on a Recirculated Draft
Environmental Impact Report (REIR) prepared for the Corte Madera Inn Rebuild Project. The review period
extends for 45 days beginning July 17, 2015 and ends at 5:00 pm on August 31, 2015. All comments
regarding the REIR must be received by this ending date/time.
Project Location: 56 Madera Boulevard, Corte Madera, CA
Project Description: The applicant, Reneson Hotels, proposes building demolitions and new construction to
develop a hotel with 187 total rooms. The new hotel would be a “dual-branded” hotel project, with one part
being a limited-service traditional transient occupancy hotel (79 total rooms) and the other being an extendedstay hotel (i.e., with kitchenettes) (108 total rooms). The extended-stay hotel would be called Residence Inn by
Marriott and the limited-service hotel would be called SpringHill Suites by Marriott. New landscaping would
be added to the perimeter of the site as well as interior portions of the site. A pool, spa, and water features would
be provided for hotel guest use.
The Draft EIR (DEIR) on the original project, as described above, was made available for public review from
November 17, 2014 to January 20, 2015. The general public was advised of the availability of the DEIR through
notification via email and Notices of Availability mailed to neighbors of the project site. Public agencies and
interest groups were also notified by mail. The DEIR was posted on the Town’s website on November 17, 2014.
A public hearing on the DEIR was held on December 9, 2014, to obtain oral public comments on the DEIR.
During the public review period on the DEIR, written comments were also made on the DEIR. A copy of
written comments and responses to the comments will be provided in the Final EIR (FEIR) that will be prepared
and circulated after circulation of this REIR.
This REIR provides a new alternative for Chapter 5, Alternatives, of the DEIR. The new alternative is referred
to as “Alternative 4: Alternative with Retention of the Pond and 187-Room Hotel” and is described in more
detail below. Three alternatives to the proposed project were previously evaluated in Chapter 5, Alternatives, of
the DEIR. They were:




Alternative 1: No Project
Alternative 2: Alternative with Retention of the Pond and 147-Room Hotel
Alternative 3: Alternative with Filling in the Pond and 111-Room Hotel

The new Alternative 4 addressed in this REIR provides a revised site plan that includes the same number of
hotel rooms as the original project (187 rooms) and a reduced parking supply (192 spaces) compared to the
original project. However, the parking supply would meet the Town’s requirements. This new Alternative 4
would retain the existing onsite pond in its current location. Because of the resulting site constraints, Alternative
4 would include a new “L”-shaped building that would range from two to four stories in height. The REIR

compares the impacts of Alternative 4 to the impacts of the proposed project. In addition, the ability of
Alternative 4 to meet project objectives is also evaluated. Alternatives 2 and 3 were found to meet some but not
all of the project objectives. Alternative 4 was also found to meet many but not all of the project objectives. In
addition to the No Project Alternative, Alternative 2 would be the environmentally superior alternative. While
Alternative 4 may have impacts similar to those of the proposed project, new impacts were identified as related
to aesthetics, and for this reason it was concluded that the environmentally superior alternative would be
Alternative 2. For reference purposes, the full Alternatives Chapter of the DEIR can be accessed on the Town’s
website at: http://www.townofcortemadera.org/531/Corte-Madera-Inn-Rebuild-Project or by visiting Corte
Madera Town Hall at 300 Tamalpais Drive, lower level.
The REIR also addresses a new study that assessed potential circulation improvements on Madera Boulevard to
improve overall safety with the project. The REIR incorporates the results of this study and revises applicable
mitigation measures in Section 4.12, Transportation/Traffic, of the DEIR. In May 2015, a traffic study was
completed by the firm of Parisi Transportation Consulting. This study evaluated the overall safety conditions as
related to traffic circulation on Madera Boulevard between Tamal Vista Boulevard, and U.S. Highway 101.
This study was originally recommended in Mitigation Measure TRAFFIC-1 of the DEIR; however, it was
determined that the study should be done prior to certification of the EIR in order to identify more specifically
the mitigation necessary to reduce potential significant impacts to less-than-significant levels.
Potential Environmental Impacts: In the REIR, no new potentially significant impacts are identified. However,
mitigation measures related to traffic and pedestrian safety are revised based on the results of the Madera Boulevard
traffic study. The Town of Corte Madera, as lead agency, would ensure implementation of the mitigation measures;
therefore, all impacts will be less than significant.
Public Review Period: The public review period for the REIR extends from July 17, 2015 through August 31, 2015.
Only comments related to the content of this REIR will be addressed at this time. The comment period for
the original DEIR is closed and responses to comments received on the original DEIR, as well as comments on
this REIR, will be included in the FEIR. No comments on the original DEIR will be accepted at this time.
Location Where Document Can Be Reviewed: The Town has prepared an REIR for the subject project pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act. This document is available for review at the Town of Corte Madera’s Town Hall
at 300 Tamalpais Drive, lower level, or may be downloaded from the Town’s website at:
http://www.townofcortemadera.org/531/Corte-Madera-Inn-Rebuild-Project.

Comments on the Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (REIR) must be received, in writing,
by the end of the review period, August 31, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.
Submit comments to Adam Wolff, Planning and Building Director
Town of Corte Madera Planning Department
300 Tamalpais Drive, Corte Madera CA 94925
Or Email to : AWolff@tcmmail.org
Phone: (415) 927-5064

Summer
Movie Nights
Join us for a movie on the
patio!
Movies will be shown on a big screen
at the Corte Madera Community
Center starting at 8:30pm.
Popcorn and drinks provided!

July 24th
The Box Trolls

August 21st
Guardians of the
Galaxy

To register
www.cmparksandrec.org
Or call 415-927-5072.

SUMMER SUNDAY CONCERTS AT PICCOLO PAVILLION

PUBLIC NOTICE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON THE
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC)

300 Tamalpais Drive
Corte Madera, CA
94925-1492

The Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee is a five member body
appointed by the Town Council to identify issues related to bicycle and
pedestrian circulation and safety concerns in the town and exploring and
building consensus for potential solutions. All Corte Madera residents are
eligible to apply for appointment to this committee. There are currently two
(2) openings available on this committee.

Town Manager
Town Council
415-927-5050

The committee will obtain input from bicyclists and pedestrians in the
town on their concerns; identify prime targets for improving bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure; and provide any other input as necessary, upon
approval by the Town Council.

Town Clerk
415-927-5086

The committee meets bimonthly, on the second Thursday of the month, or
as needed at times yet to be determined.

www.townofcortemadera.org

Finance / Bus. License
415-927-5055

Fire Department
415-927-5077

Planning / Zoning
415-927-5064

Building Inspector
415-927-5062

If you would like to be considered for appointment to the Bicycle
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, you can obtain an application by
•

•
•

Downloading an application from the Town’s website:
http://townofcortemadera.org/494/Commission-or-CommitteeAppointment
Sending an email to rvaughn@tcmmail.org
Calling Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk, at 415-927-5085

Deadline to submit applications is Friday, August 7, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.

Town Engineer
Public works
415-927-5057

Recreation Department
415-927-5072

Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk
Sanitary District No. 2
415-927-5057
Dated: July 10, 2015
Central Marin Police Authority
415-927-5150

