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Introduction
At the request of Amy Skewes-Cox, Interactive Resources, Inc. has undertaken a historic
resource evaluation of the Corte Madera Inn located at 56 Madera Boulevard in Corte Madera,
California. As part of the environmental review process for the proposed Corte Madera Inn
Rebuild project, the Town of Corte Madera has requested that a historic resource evaluation of
the property be completed as portions of the subject property were constructed over fifty years
ago. This report is intended to provide a historical evaluation of the property through a thorough
analysis of the property, its history, and its historical associations in order to determine if the
property or any part thereof appears to qualify as a historic resource as defined by the National
Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historic Resources, and/or the Town of
Corte Madera.

Methodology
Interactive Resources, Inc. prepared this historic resource evaluation by reviewing existing
materials provided by the client, undertaking archival research, and conducting a site visit to
inspect the property and take photographs. Archival research was carried out at the Corte Madera
Planning Department, the University of California at Berkeley College of Environmental Design
Library, the San Francisco Public Library, the California Room at the Marin County Library and
numerous on-line sources. A records search was conducted at the Northwest Information Center
of the California Historical Resource Information System (CHRIS) in Rohnert Park, California
by LSA. The site visit was conducted on April 1, 2014.

Evaluation Summary
The evaluation was based on the eligibility criteria for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP),
which requires that the resource be at least fifty years old (except under special circumstances), that it
retain its historic integrity, and that it be significant under at least one of four criteria. These four criteria
include: association with historic events, association with important persons, distinctive design or
physical characteristics, and the potential to provide important information about history or prehistory. In
determining National Register eligibility, the author weighed known historical associations, architectural
merit, and the current level of integrity. The historic significance of the building was also evaluated using
the established criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) in order to assess if it is
eligible for listing in the state register.
After conducting a thorough evaluation of the subject property it appears that neither the property nor any
portion of the property is eligible for listing on the NRHP and the CRHR due to a lack of integrity.
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Historical Context
Corte Madera
The Town of Corte Madera is located in southeast Marin County just north of San Francisco. In 1834
Rancho Corte de Madera del Presidio was granted by Governor José Figueroa to John Reed. The ninemile square grant extended from the Tiburon peninsula to several miles to the northwest. The Reed family
maintained a large successful ranch on their land for many years, but following the Gold Rush and a
ruling on the property by the U.S. Lands Commission, numerous squatters began settings up small farms
on lands outside of the reduced Reed family holdings. More settlers subsequently established small dairy
farms on the grassy hillsides following the National Homestead Act of 1862.
In 1875 the North Pacific Coast Railroad established a station at Corte Madera which offered a fast and
convenient connection to San Francisco in conjunction with the ferry service from Sausalito. The
completion of the mile-long tunnel under Corte Madera Ridge in 1894 offered a faster route and served as
a catalyst to the growth of the small community.
By 1887 there were only three homes in Corte Madera. From the mid-1870s to the 1890s, the three land
owners all began subdividing and selling small lots for development. Most of the parcels were sold for the
construction of modest summer residences. Subdivisions and streets were laid out, and the area began to
grow primarily as a location for weekend or summer vacations from San Francisco. The population
continued to rise with a significant influx of residents from San Francisco following the 1906 earthquake.
In 1916 the citizens of Corte Madera voted to officially incorporate.
The early commercial and residential buildings of Corte Madera were constructed primarily around the
inland train station. As development continued more marsh and tidelands near the bay were filled in, and
in 1929 Redwood Highway was constructed across a portion of the marshlands. Next the Golden Gate
Bridge was opened in 1937 providing a direct automobile route to San Francisco, and increasingly yearround residents began to make Corte Madera their home.
Like most of the Bay Area, Corte Madera witnessed a significant growth in population following World
War II. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s developers carved out earth from the surrounding hillsides and
filled in the marshes primarily for postwar tract housing subdivisions and commercial development, such
as shopping centers, car dealerships, and motels. By 1970 the population had grown to just under 9,000
and the citizenry and town government began to prioritize open space and natural resources preservation,
slowing down the fast-paced development of the previous decades. One of the last large new
developments was the construction of the Village shopping center east of the Highway 101 in the 1980s.
Other shopping centers have been renovated over the years and the business district around Old Corte
Madera Square has also undergone revitalization. Today the town maintains a population of almost 9,500
and features land uses primarily consisting of residential, commercial and protected open space.1

1

Summary history of Corte Madera compiled from: Jana Haehl, ed., A History of Corte Madera,(Corte Madera:
Corte Madera Community Foundation, 2002); Douglas E. Kyle, ed., Historic Spots in California, (Stanford:
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Corte Madera Inn Site
The site of the Corte Madera Inn was once part of the Meadowsweet Dairy Farm. The marshlands were
acquired in the mid-1800s from the Reed family by S.D. Valentine through a quitclaim deed. Circa 1900,
the Sherman family from southern California purchased the property from Valentine and built a summer
retreat they named “Overmarsh.” In the late-1920s one of the Sherman’s daughters married engineer
Frank Keever who designed a system of floodgates in order to convert the marsh into 1,400 acres of
pasture for cattle. The couple began a successful dairy business and named their enterprise the
Meadowsweet Dairy Farm. In 1929 the new state highway was constructed through the eastern section of
the Meadowsweet property.
After about ten years the couple divorced and dismantled the dairy farm in 1936. The property was sold to
Hugh Porter, who then sold the Sherman’s house to the Sanford family in 1940. Porter also sold twentythree and one-half acres of the pastureland to the Town to create a public park (present day Town Park) in
1937.2
Following World War II, the former pasturelands were developed into commercial enterprises and singlefamily residential subdivisions. The road extending southeast past the site of the former dairy was
renamed Meadowsweet Drive in 1949 and numerous single-family homes were subsequently constructed
on the sub-divided parcels. The Madera Gardens residential subdivision, located west of the subject Corte
Madera Inn site and a shopping center along the west side of Highway 101 were developed by Frank
Rusalem in 1952.3 Initially the Corte Madera shopping center consisted of only one large Quonset hut
occupied by a grocery store. Then in 1960 a much larger shopping center was constructed to replace the
Quonset hut.4
Frank Rusalem also acquired the property north of the shopping center and began plans for developing a
motel and restaurant in 1955. Rusalem, as part of the Madera Gardens Development Co. hired architect
Carlton Arthur Steiner of Berkeley to design the new sixty room motel and noted restaurant architect
Mario Gaidano of San Francisco to design the adjacent restaurant. The motel was originally named the
Edgewater Inn and the restaurant was at different periods named Bob’s Restaurant and New Joe’s. In the
mid-1970s Raymond Grialou purchased the motel and restaurant from the estate of Frank Rusalem, who
had died in 1969. Approximately two years later the restaurant burned down, and plans were immediately
made to construct a new, detached restaurant and to renovate the existing motel.5 The new restaurant and
motel administration wing alterations were designed by O’Leary Terasawa & Takahashi of Beverley

Stanford University Press, 2002); and General Plan for the Town of Corte Madera, April 2009 available at
http://www.ci.corte-madera.ca.us/planning/GeneralPlan.html (accessed May 2014).
2
Haehl, A History, Ch. 31.
3
Ibid., 161.
4
Ibid., 166.
5
Wat Takeshita, “Corte Madera New Joe’s will be rebuilt; motel being renovated,” Marin IJ, 1976, on file at the
Corte Madera Planning Department with documents for 1815 Redwood Highway.
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Hills.6 The extensive motel guest room building renovations were designed by Steinau & Kurtzman
Architects & Planners of Belvedere.
Further additions were undertaken in 1978 as designed by architect Pete Hoyt Berg of San Francisco and
Tiburon included a new L-shaped, twenty-six-room guest room building at the northwest corner of the
site and a new exterior whirlpool near the existing pool. In the early 1980s Hoyt Berg again served as the
architect for the design of two new guest room buildings, a new swim club building, interior renovation of
the lobby and meetings rooms, and later an additional to the swim club building. Finally, in 1987 select
interior room renovations were undertaken.7 Today the property remains an operational motel with an
adjacent restaurant, swimming pool, and pool clubhouse.

Motel Design
Roadside lodging as a type evolved with the development of the automobile and touring culture beginning
in the early 1900s. Transitions in the style and type of roadside lodging developed from tents and
campsites to simple sleeping cabins to upgraded detached cabin courts to inclusive motor court buildings
with adjacent parking to the motor inn. The motel building type is generally understood to have
developed in California, Texas and Florida, where there were year-round touring seasons and temperate
weather conditions.8
Motor inns began appearing in the 1950s largely in metropolitan areas and were larger than the typically
single-story motor court. Most motor inns were comprised of two- or three-story buildings organized
around a courtyard. They often featured outdoor areas focused on a swimming pool and expanded indoor
public spaces with amenities such as a full dining room or cocktail lounge. Further, a primary goal of both
the signage and the building layout was to maximize visibility to the passing motorists.9

Carlton Arthur Steiner
Carlton Arthur Steiner of Berkeley was the original architect of the Edgewater Inn in 1955. Steiner earned
both bachelors and masters degrees in architecture at the University of California at Berkeley. Following
graduation, he worked in several West Coast offices as well as for Vernon DeMars with the Farm
Security Administration. In 1943 he opened his own office and occasionally collaborated with the office
of W.D. Peugh in San Francisco. He also taught at the Department of Architecture at the University of

6

Corte Madera Planning Department, Permit file for 1815 Redwood Highway.
Ibid.
8
Warren James Belasco, Americans on the Road; From Autocamp to Motel, 1910-1945, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press: 1979), 141.
9
John Jakle et al, The Motel in America, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press: 1996), 49-51.
7
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California at Berkeley for six years.10 Steiner’s architectural practice primarily included residential and
commercial designs, but he is most well-known for his Modernist design of the First United Methodist
Church of Palo Alto in 1957.11

Building Description
Site
The Corte Madera Inn is located on a large, relatively flat site directly west of Highway 101 and north of
Madera Boulevard. A large single-family residential neighborhood organized around two lagoons is
located to the west of the project parcel. To the south is a large commercial shopping center known as
Town Center, and to the north are professional offices and a movie theater. A commercial building
occupies the parcel at the corner of Madera Boulevard and Tamal Vista Boulevard. While this
commercial building is immediately adjacent to one of the subject buildings, it is not part of the Corte
Madera Inn property.
The subject property includes six separate buildings: a combination one- and two-story building with a
lobby, meeting rooms, and guest rooms; three two-story buildings with only guest rooms; a one-story
restaurant; and one-story swim club. The central, original building is C-shaped in plan with a surface
parking lot ringing the west side of the building and a landscaped courtyard with a pool to the east side.
The area around the pool is paved and enclosed by a low metal fence and wood shade structure and screen
wall. The parking lot continues to the southeast corner of the parcel and is flanked by the restaurant
building to north. North of the restaurant, extending to the northeastern limits of the property is a pond
surround by relatively dense vegetation.

Exterior
The main C-shaped building is organized with the main entry, lobby and meeting rooms at the south end,
and guest room wings extending to the north. The main entry is within a combination one- and two-story
building section with a gable roof extending over the driveway and a prominent stone-clad chimney. The
building section features vertical redwood siding and wood shingle siding, vertically organized fixed and
jalousie wood-framed windows, an overhanging eave, exposed wood rafter tails, and a secondary small
vertical wood board clad chimney. The north wall is completely glazed with a pair of jalousie transom
windows over two full-lite doors opening out onto the courtyard. The south, main entry features a woodframed window wall with a pair of single-lite wood doors flanked by the stone-clad chimney and a stoneclad pilaster. A low, wide scored concrete stair leads from covered driveway to the entry platform. The
10

Progressive Architecture, “House, Oakland, Calif.: Carlton Arthur Steiner,” (October, 1948): 52-56.
Toby Williams, First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto “History” pamphlet, nd; and Pacific Coast
Architectural Database, Carlton Steiner, https://digital.lib.washington.edu/architect/architects/4960/ (accessed May
2014.)
11
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two-story administration wing is clad in painted wood shingles and also features a gable roof. The south
side maintains an exterior stair, an exterior second floor corridor with a wood guardrail, flush doors, and
three recessed alcoves. The north side fronts the courtyard and maintains a covered second floor balcony
over a one-story shed-roofed building section. Two large sliding doors penetrate the first floor wall and a
low wood deck extends from the north wall out into the courtyard.
The remainder of the main building is narrow in plan and wraps around the courtyard. The two-story
guest room wings are clad in painted wood shingles and are covered by a gable roof. On the parking lot
side the building features a wide overhanging eave and a second floor balcony with a wood guardrail that
serves as an exterior corridor. The guest room doors are flush and most room entries are paired within
recessed alcoves. The building maintains exterior stairs integrated within the envelope and open-air
passage ways into the courtyard. The courtyard elevations are punctuated by numerous aluminum-frame
windows, wall-mounted air-conditioning units, and recessed porches topped by second floor balconies
with wood guardrails. The second floor balconies are covered by an open, slatted wood roof. Small
awnings are located above the first floor guest room doors that are not located within recessed alcoves.
Finally, at the northeast end of the building an exterior wood stair is attached to the side wall of the
building.
At the northeast end of the site is a freestanding two-story guest room building that is rectangular in plan
and is sited essentially parallel to the highway. The building is clad in painted wood shingles and features
an asphalt shingle-clad gable roof. A balcony extends off the second floor with a wood guardrail and
projecting bays defined by wood posts. The flush guest room doors are paired and high rectangular
windows punctuate the wall between doors. The east elevation is obscured by dense vegetation, but
appears to have wall-mounted air-conditioning units and small balconies with wood railings in front of
sliding doors.
The L-shaped guest room building at the northwest corner of the parcel is also two-story, clad in painted
wood shingles, and features an asphalt shingle-clad gable roof. A covered balcony extends from the
second floor at the parking lot side and maintains the same protruding bay detail as the other guest room
building. Also the doors are paired and the windows are rectangular and located high in the walls. An
outdoor spa area is framed by the L-shaped building and is enclosed with an open-air wood frame
structure with large window walls.
The final two-story guest room building is located at the southwest corner and is rectangular in plan.
Painted wood shingles clad the exterior walls and a covered balcony with bays extends from the second
floor on the parking lot side. A wood railing is located at both the second and first floors. Flush doors and
sliding aluminum windows punctuate the elevation. Exterior stairs provide access to the second floor at
the end of the building.
Within the courtyard a small single-story swim club stands just west of the pool. The rectangular, painted
shingle-clad building consists of three gable-roofed sections. At the north end the largest segment is
punctuated by vertical jalousie windows and flush doors and features three skylights at the roof ridge. A
recessed porch penetrates the east elevation and an exterior stair provides access to the pool area. The
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shorter building segment to the south maintains flush doors and large, aluminum sliding windows. Finally
a third, small gable roofed-section extends out perpendicular to the south end segment.
The single-story restaurant building is located closest to the highway and is rectangular in plan. The wood
shingle-clad mansard roof with a thick wood-clad eave is the building’s most prominent feature. The
building exterior is clad is wood siding and fixed wood-frame windows punctuate the east and south
elevations. Stone clad buttresses accent the building corners and a glazed, storefront entry with a low
concrete stair is located at the south side. The loading dock occupies the north end and a stone-clad screen
wall blocks the utilitarian area from view of the guest rooms.

Summary Building Chronology
1955

The C-shaped Edgewater Inn and adjacent restaurant constructed. The original building
featured plywood with vertical redwood batten siding and a concrete block chimney at
the east side, tar and gravel clad roofs, wood and wire mesh guardrail at guest room
balconies, horizontal bands of windows, and no roof covering at the recessed balconies.

1976

Restaurant burned down.

1976-77

Re-named Corte Madera Inn, new restaurant constructed, lobby alterations, guest room
renovations, exterior siding replaced, poolside trellis replaced, and stone cladding
installed.

1978

New guest room building constructed in the northwest corner.

1983

New guest room buildings constructed at the northeast corner and the southwest corner.
New swim club building constructed and lobby and meetings room renovated.

1984

Northern addition to the swim club constructed.

1987/88

Storage area added on the northwest guest room building and several room remodels
undertaken.

Evaluation Criteria
National
National Register Bulletin Number 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation,
describes the Criteria for Evaluation as being composed of two factors. First, the property must be
“associated with an important historic context.”12 The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
identifies four possible context types, of which at least one must be applicable at the national, state, or
12

How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Register Bulletin, no. 15 (Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 3.
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local level. As listed under Section 8, “Statement of Significance,” of the National Register of Historic
Places Registration Form, these are:
“A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
“B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
“C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
“D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history.”13
Second, for a property to qualify under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it must also retain
“historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance.”14 While a property’s
significance relates to its role within a specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s
physical features and how they relate to its significance.”15 To determine if a property retains the physical
characteristics corresponding to its historic context, the National Register has identified seven aspects of
integrity. These are:
“Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic
event occurred...
“Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a
property...
“Setting is the physical environment of a historic property...
“Materials is the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of
time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property...
“Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any
given period in history or prehistory...
“Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of
time...
“Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property.”16
13

How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, National Register Bulletin, no. 16A (Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 75.
14
How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, 3.
15
Ibid., 44.
16
Ibid., 44-45.
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Since integrity is based on a property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a
property’s integrity can only occur after historic significance has been established.17

State
California Office of Historic Preservation’s Technical Assistance Series #6, California Register and
National Register: a Comparison, outlines the differences between the federal and state processes. The
context types to be used when establishing the significance of a property for listing on the California
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) are very similar, with emphasis on local and state significance.
They are:
“1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United
States; or
“2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national
history; or
“3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or
“4. It has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history of
the local area, California, or the nation.”18
Integrity must also be determined for a property to be listed on the state register. The California Register
of Historical Resources maintains a similar definition of integrity, while provided for a slightly lower
threshold than the National Register.
In addition to separate evaluations for eligibility to the California Register, the state will automatically list
resources if they are listed or determined eligible for the NRHP through a complete evaluation process.19

Local
The Corte Madera General Plan addresses historic resources and notes that “the Town contains historic
structures that are important to community identity.” While the General Plan outlines specific goals for
the Town to undertake relative to historic and cultural resources, there are not currently any specific
17

Ibid., 45.
California Register and National Register: A Comparison, California Office of Historic Preservation Technical
Assistance Series, no. 6 (Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2006), 1.
19
All State Historical Landmarks from number 770 onward are also automatically listed on the California Register.
(California Register of Historical Resources: The Listing Process, California Office of Historic Preservation
Technical Assistance Series, no. 5 [Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, n.d.], 1.)
18
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provisions regarding resources in the Corte Madera Municipal Code and there is not a local listing or
register of historic resources, nor is there a zoning district that identifies historic resources. The Town
currently relies on the evaluation criteria for the National and State Registers for identifying potential
historic resources and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for affording protection of any
resources.20

Evaluation of Significance
Current Designation
The Corte Madera Inn is not currently listed on the NRHP or the CRHR, and it does not appear that the
site has previously been evaluated.

National and State Registers
Age
This first consideration for determining a property’s eligibility is age. Typically, a building must be at
least fifty years old to be included in either the NRHP or the CRHR. Only portions of the original Cshaped building with the lobby, meeting rooms, and guest rooms which were constructed in 1955 meet
the fifty year threshold. The original restaurant burned down, and all other buildings on the property were
constructed in 1976 or later, making them significantly less than fifty years of age. Further, none of the
post-1976 buildings appear to meet the criteria consider for properties achieving significance with in the
past fifty years due to exception importance.21
Criterion A (NRHP) / 1 (CRHR): The subject property is generally associated with the postwar growth of
Corte Madera and Marin County. In the decades following World War II there was significant growth in
Corte Madera atop of the former marshlands. In particular developer Frank Rusalem was integral in the
construction of tract housing, shopping centers and the Edgewater Inn. Therefore, it appears that the
property would be potentially eligible for listing at the local level of significance under NRHP Criterion A
and CRHR Criterion 1.
Criterion B (NRHP) / 2 (CRHR): Research has shown the subject property to be associated with Frank
Rusalem, the project developer. Rusalem, a San Francisco resident, appears to have been of some
significance to the postwar development of Corte Madera and other California communities; however it
does not appear that his contributions were significant to overall state or national history. Although,
Rusalem was the developer and original owner of the Edgewater Inn, he developed numerous properties
20

General Plan for the Town of Corte Madera, April 2009, Ch. 3, available at http://www.ci.cortemadera.ca.us/planning/GeneralPlan.html (accessed May 2014).
21
How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, National Register Bulletin, no. 16A (Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 37.
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and lived in other locations. It does not appear that the association of Frank Rusalem, who was only one
of numerous developers in postwar Corte Madera, to the property would exhibit sufficient significance to
justify eligibility under Criterion B/2.
Criterion C (NRHP) / 3 (CRHR): The original design for the Edgewater Inn was executed in the Modern
style and followed the typical typology of a motor inn in the 1950s. The architect Carlton Arthur Steiner,
was a locally reputable architect who primarily designed commercial and residential projects. His best
known work is the First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto. Background research does not indicate
that Steiner is to be considered a master. Overall, the original building presented a modest Modernist
design for a specific typology. The property does embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, but it
does not embody a method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values. While the original Edgewater Inn building is indicative of a typology, and at one time exhibited
Modernist qualities, it does not appear to maintain the characteristics that would lead it to be an
outstanding example of the type or style and does not appear to be potentially eligible for listing under
Criterion C/3.
Criterion D (NRHP) / 4 (CRHR): It does not appear that the building has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important to prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation, and therefore is
not significant under Criterion D/4.
Period of Significance
The period of significance is defined by the National Park Service as “the length of time when a property
was associated with important events, activities, or persons, or attained the characteristics which qualify it
for … listing.”22 Under criterion A/1, the period of significance would be 1955-1976, the period spanning
from the date of construction to the fire that destroyed the restaurant and first wave of renovations.
Further, this period defines an era of significant growth for the surrounding neighborhood and Corte
Madera, including developments such as the neighboring single-family homes and the adjacent shopping
centers.

Evaluation of Integrity
After the historic significance has been established, the building’s historic integrity must also be assessed.
For a property to qualify as historically significant under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it
must retain “historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance.”23 The California
Register of Historical Resources maintains a similar definition of integrity, while provided for a slightly
lower threshold than the National Register. While a property’s significance relates to its role within a
specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s physical features and how they relate to its
significance.”24 Further, for a building to meet registration requirements under Criteria C/3 (Architecture)
22

How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, 42.
How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Register Bulletin, no. 15 (Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 3.
24
Ibid., 44.
23
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as an individual resource, the property would need to retain sufficient character-defining features in order
to reflect design intent. To determine if a property retains the physical characteristics corresponding to its
historic context, the National and California Registers have identified seven aspects of integrity, as
follows:
Location
The property remains at its original site and retains the integrity of location.
Design
The original Edgewater Inn building has undergone numerous significant alterations since it was
constructed. In 1976 the attached restaurant was destroyed by a fire, and subsequently the exterior of the
administration wing and lobby was significantly altered, including the addition of a second floor at the
location of the existing meeting rooms and the installation of new exterior cladding. Further, the guest
room sections were also significantly altered with the addition of wood shingle cladding, new guardrails,
and new roofing materials. Overall the original building has lost its integrity of design.
Setting
When the original motel was constructed in 1955 the site contains one motel building, an adjacent
restaurant, a pool and a pond. Today the site includes a restaurant from 1976, three new guest room
buildings, a swim club building, and various alterations to the courtyard site. Overall, it appears that the
property no longer maintains integrity of setting.
Materials
Very few, if any, of the original building materials remain. None of the original siding or roofing material
is extant, and it appears that many of the original doors and windows have also likely been replaced over
the years. The property does not maintain integrity of materials.
Workmanship
The building does not appear to retain the general integrity of workmanship, because none of the
craftsmanship of the original construction is evident.
Feeling
The property no longer maintains its integrity of feeling. Although the general plan layout of the original
building remains, the significant alterations no longer provide the feeling of a postwar Modernist motor
inn. Only the main entrance slightly references the Modernist style, however it too has been significantly
altered since the original construction.
Association
Finally, the property maintains some of its integrity of association to the postwar development of Corte
Madera, as it has continuously operated as a motel since its construction on the infilled marshland.
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Due to the numerous renovations and additions, the property has lost the majority of its historical
integrity. Therefore the property does not maintain sufficient historic integrity necessary to convey its
potential significance under either Criterion A/1.

Summary of Findings
The original motel building at the Corte Madera Inn appears to potentially maintain some significance
under Criterion A/1 as being generally associated with the postwar development of Corte Madera atop the
infilled marshland. However, a thorough assessment of integrity indicates that the subject property only
maintains integrity of location and partial integrity of association. Therefore, it appears that the property
would not be considered a historical resource as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Section 21084.1. Therefore the proposed demolition of the subject property would not constitute
an adverse impact on any historic resource.

Consultant Qualifications
Pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, 36 CFR Part 61, the author, Kimberly Butt, AIA, meets the
Secretary of the Interior’s qualification standards for professionals in historic architecture and
architectural history.

Corte Madera Inn Historic Resource Evaluation
Interactive Resources Project No. 2014-019

Figures

Figure 1: Postcard of the Edgewater Inn (Corte Madera Inn) showing the courtyard and guest rooms, c.1956.

Figure 2: Exterior view of the lobby and porte cochere looking west.

Corte Madera Inn Historic Resource Evaluation
Interactive Resources Project No. 2014-019

Figure 3: View across the courtyard looking northwest.

Figure 4: View of the two-story administration wing with the meeting rooms looking southwest.
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Figure 5: Detail view of courtyard side of the guest room at the original C-shaped building.

Figure 6: West side of the Swim Club building.
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Figure 7: South side of the restaurant building.

Figure 8: View of the north side of the restaurant building looking across the pond.
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Figure 9: View of the west side of the guest room building at the northeast corner of the site.

Figure 10: View of the east end wall of the L-shaped guest room building in the northwest corner of the site. Note:
there are two temporary storage buildings in the foreground.
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Figure 11: View of the northwest wall of the guest room building located in the southeast section of the site.

Corte Madera Inn Historic Resource Evaluation
Interactive Resources Project No. 2014-019

Bibliography
The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, s.v. “Steiner, Carlton Arthur.” (ahd1042935),
http://public.aia.org/sites/hdoaa/wiki/Wiki%20Pages/ahd1042935.aspx (accessed May 2014).
Belasco, Warren James. Americans on the Road: From Autocamp to Motel, 1910-1945. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press: 1979.
Brown, Mary. “San Francisco Modern Architecture and Landscape Design 1935-1970.” San Francisco:
San Francisco Planning Department, September 30, 2010.
California. Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Nomination Historical Resources to the
California Register of Historical Resources. Sacramento: California State Parks, 1997.
Corte Madera Building Department. Permit records for 1815 Redwood Highway.
Corte Madera Planning Department. General Plan for the Town of Corte Madera, April 2009 available at
http://www.ci.corte-madera.ca.us/planning/GeneralPlan.html (accessed May 2014).
Gebhard, David, Roger Montgomery, Robert Winter, John Woodbridge and Sally Woodbridge. A Guide
to Architecture in San Francisco and Northern California. Santa Barbara and Salt Lake City:
Peregrine Smith, 1973.
Gutherie, Julian. “Mario Gaidano –designer of many Bay Area buildings.” San Francisco Chronicle.
September 20, 2003.
Haehl, Jana ed., A History of Corte Madera. Corte Madera: Corte Madera Community Foundation, 2002.
Jakle, John et. al. The Motel in America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press: 1996.
Kyle, Douglas E. Historic Spots in California. Revised edition. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002.
Pacific Coast Architectural Database. “Carlton Arthur Steiner.”
https://digital.lib.washington.edu/architect/architects/4960/ (accessed May 2014).
Progressive Architecture. “House, Oakland, Calif.: Carlton Arthur Steiner.” October, 1948.
McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992.
Rifkind, Carole. A Field Guide to American Architecture. New York: Plume, 1980.
Sanborn Map Company. 1909. Corte Madera, CA. New York.
Sanborn Map Company. 1942. Corte Madera, CA. New York.

Corte Madera Inn Historic Resource Evaluation
Interactive Resources Project No. 2014-019

United Department of the Interior. National Park Service. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation, National Register Bulletin, No. 15. Washington, D.C.: United States Department of
the Interior, 1997.
United Department of the Interior. National Park Service. How to Complete the National Register
Registration Form, National Register Bulletin No. 16A. Washington, D.C.: United States
Department of the Interior, 1997.
Williams, Toby. First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto “History” pamphlet, nd.

Corte Madera Inn Historic Resource Evaluation
Interactive Resources Project No. 2014-019

