Private Sewer Lateral (PSL)
Ordinance #45, Workshop
SAN ITARY D I STR I CT N O . 2
OF MARIN COUNTY

January 29, 2019

Workshop Outline


Introductions: Todd Cusimano -Town Manager, Peter Brown - SD2 Manager, and
Fernanda Stefanick – Associate Civil Engineer



Sewer system overview (SD2 Responsibilities)



Discuss the Private Sewer Lateral Ordinance (Property Owners responsibilities)



PSL triggers and exemptions



What is a shared private sewer laterals (Private + commercial)?



Laterals managed by HOA’s



Discuss funding options on Town initiated projects



Review SD2 fee structures and neighboring jurisdictions



Workshop Goals: to improve PSL understanding and function



Questions & answers

Sanitary District No. 2 Overview
SD2 serves 4.5 square miles and provides sewage collection services for the Town
of Corte Madera, and portions of the City of Larkspur, Town of Tiburon, and Marin
County.
The Central Marin Sanitation Agency (CMSA) provides wastewater treatment and
disposal for SD2, Sanitary District No. 1 of Marin County (Ross Valley Sanitary
District; RVSD), and the San Rafael Sanitation District.
The SD2 system includes gravity sewer mains, pump stations, and force mains.
SD2 maintains approximately 45 miles of gravity sewers ranging in size from 3 to
36 inches.
The majority of the SD2 gravity sewers are vitrified clay pipe (VCP) and polyvinyl
chloride(PVC). Other pipe materials include asbestos cement, cast iron, steel,
concrete, cured-in-place liner (CIPP), and high density polyethylene (HDPE).
Stronger modern materials are used for all replacements.

Sanitary District No. 2 Area

Sanitary District No. 2 has 19 Pump Stations

Areas Served by Minor Pump Stations

Areas Served by Major Pump Stations

2018 Private Sewer Lateral Ordinance for
Sanitary District No. 2


The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the operation and maintenance
of Sanitary District No. 2’s (SD2) wastewater conveyance and treatment
facilities in a more safe, reliable and serviceable manner.



The SD2 Board adopted the Private Sewer Lateral (PSL) Ordinance No. 45 at
its June 4, 2018 meeting requiring inspection of private sewer laterals when any
one of four (4) specific triggers are met



The PSL Ordinance went into effect on August 4, 2018



The PSL Ordinance affects all property owners in the entire SD2 area

Central Marin Sanitation Agency (CMSA)


In October 1979, four agencies entered into a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA):
•

San Rafael Sanitation District

•

Ross Valley Sanitary District

•

Sanitary District No. 2 of Marin County

•

The City of Larkspur



JPA created a separate entity, the CMSA, to oversee the construction and operation of a
regional wastewater treatment facility. CMSA became operational in January 1985.



CMSA operates a Secondary Wastewater Treatment Plant and disposes wastewater and
biosolids collected from households and businesses. Microbiotic balance is critical.



CMSA has a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued by
the San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board which details the Agency's
wastewater treatment and reporting requirements. All JPA’s are now named in the 2018
NPDES 5 year permit.



CMSA regulates the commercial, industrial and institutional discharges into the sewage
collection system of the JPA member districts.

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit – 5
YEAR PERMIT- ORDER No. R2-2018-0003 NPDES No. CA0038628


Contract agencies and the Regional Water Quality Control Board requiring CIP
implementation, reporting of treatment facility effluent quality and compliance with
discharge standards.



Procedures for notification requirements for NPDES Permit exceedances and collection
system sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) for CMSA and its member agencies.

Inflow and Infiltration

PSL Definitions


"Lateral sewer" (sometimes referred to as "lateral," "sewer lateral,"
"side sewer," "sewer service lateral" "building sewer" or "private
sewer lateral ") means a privately owned sewer which conveys
sewage from a building to the district's collection system,
including all pipes, fittings, and appurtenances, from the outer face
of the building served to the connection into the district's sewer
main, including the connection itself.



Lower lateral: The portion of the private sewer lateral extending
from the cleanout near the curb line to the sewer main, or from the
curb line in the street to the sewer main if there is no cleanout near
curb line. The lower lateral includes the connection to the sewer
main. A lower lateral is associated with a parcel if it, or any portion
of it, is located upon the parcel or conveys sewage and liquid
waste from any structure located on that parcel. More than one
lower lateral may be associated with an individual parcel.



Upper lateral: The portion of the private sewer lateral extending
from the cleanout near the curb line to the structure(s) served by
that private sewer lateral, or from the curb line in the street to the
structure(s) served by that private sewer lateral if there is no
cleanout near curb line. The upper lateral includes all portions of
the private sewer lateral upon the parcel containing the structure(s)
served. If the parcel contains a sewer pipe system or multiple
private sewer laterals, the entire sewer pipe system, including
manholes and other appurtenances, and all private sewer laterals
are part of the upper lateral to the extent they are located on that
parcel…

4 Triggers require PSL Inspections and Tests
1.

When a property owner submits a building permit application for improvements
valued at $50,000 or more over a cumulative three-year period, or when the permit
improvements involve legalizing or constructing ADU, size change of a water meter
or install of fire sprinklers, fixture count change, or District manager request.

2.

When a property is sold or has any transfer of property title. Note: There are 2 start
times for the 180 days compliance division; 1) Is notice of repair, 2) Is the date of
close of escrow which whatever comes first will trigger the 180 days compliance.

3.

When the sewer main is being improved or the road above a resident’s sewer lateral
is being paved as part of a Capital Improvement Project led by the Town of Corte
Madera, Sanitary District No. 2 or other government agency.

4.

When a sewage overflow, malfunction or other public health threat occurs at a
property as determined by the SD2 staff. ( already existed in the municipal code prior
Ordinance 45)

PSL Maintenance responsibility: 21.20.060
- Maintenance.


The owner of the property served by any lateral or other type of sewer which is
connected either directly or indirectly to a district main sewer shall have sole
ownership and maintenance responsibilities for that sewer and its connection to
the main, and shall abide by all of the rules and regulations of the district in
maintaining, improving, repairing or replacing the sewer serving the owner's
property. The lateral and appurtenances shall be kept pressure tight and in
good working order at all times. All laterals, regardless of their age, are required
to meet the general and technical requirements detailed in the latest edition of
the district's standard specifications and drawings.

Exemptions from the Ordinance Triggers


6 Months - Shared Sewer Laterals – Portions of shared laterals may apply for a
onetime 180-day extension to assist owners with additional time to schedule needed
repairs or replacement.



3 Years - Homeowners' Associations (H.O.A.) Managed Laterals – H.O.A’s may
apply for a 3-year blanket approval if a lateral or laterals in the condominium complex
are inspected at one time, and approved in accordance with this title by the District.



3 Years - Prior Repair of Sewer Lateral - An owner otherwise required to perform a
private sewer lateral inspection under this subsection shall not be required to perform
such an inspection if the owner (or the owner's predecessor-in-interest) has repaired
his or her property's private sewer lateral and passed a pressure test within the
three (3) years prior to the date of the application for a building permit, listing the
property for sale, change of title or capital improvement project, unless reasonable
cause is made apparent to District staff that the new lateral is compromised (see
ordinance for complete language).



10 years - Proof of Prior Replacement of a Sewer Lateral - Owner shall provide
proof of any prior replacement including passing of a pressure test of a private sewer
lateral 10 years or less in age and approved by the District Manager in the form of a
certificate, a paid bill or any sufficient documentation that ensures such prior
replacement (see ordinance for complete language).

How to Receive a Certificate of Compliance


Apply for a sewer permit for a pressure test or any work on the private sewer
lateral. A test is required.


Note: A copy of the CCTV (Video) inspection is not sufficient proof for obtaining a
multi-year Letter of Compliance. Certificate of Compliance is only granted after
passing a pressure test.



If necessary, have your PSL repaired or replaced. If full replacement is needed
and you are a low income household financial assistance may be available.
Schedule an inspection with SD2 to witness the pressure testing procedures
administered by your licensed contractor per the District guidelines.



If your PSL does not pass a pressure test, additional work will be required and a
subsequent pressure test must be scheduled with SD2 which will necessitate
another inspection Fee.



If your lateral is free of leaks, a Certificate of Compliance will be sent to you
shortly thereafter.

Shared Sewer Laterals


If you have a shared lateral, you still need to inspect and test it. However,
portions of shared laterals may apply for a one-time, 180-day extension


The 180-day extension is the grace period between the time you have your PSL tested
and repaired or replaced, if required. It is intended to assist with additional time to
schedule and coordinate needed repairs or replacements.

Laterals Maintained By HOAs


Owner should inform the HOA that your PSL needs inspection and ask them if
they already submitted the video and tested the sewer line.



If the HOA inspected and tested the sewer line, they need to provide you with a
copy of the letter that states that the HOA is in compliance with the PSL
ordinance. You should then submit a copy of the letter to SD2.



If the HOA did not inspect and test the sewer line, the HOA is out of compliance
and submit proof to SD2 for review. The HOA should also send you a letter stating
that it is in the process of video and testing the sewer line and that it is also
working with SD2 for compliance. You should submit a copy of that letter to SD2.

Possible PSL Funding Options for
Town/SD2-Initiated Projects



Include Lower Lateral Replacement in SD2 Mainline Sewer Repairs



Facilitate economy of scale purchasing and services for lateral replacements



Grant programs, similar to Ross Valley and Novato, i.e. $1,500 (may tie into
future fee schedule update)



Facilitate lateral repairs as part of roadway improvements

Issued Sewer Permits within the Past 3 Years
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Your Responsibilities to the Sewer System


Sewer overflows and backups can
create health hazards, damage home
interiors, and threaten the environment



Sewer Overflows can happen due to





too much rainfall



sewers and pumps too small to carry
sewage



Blocked, broken, or cracked pipes



A deteriorating sewer system

If an overflow takes place, you should
contact SD2 immediately to report it every
minute counts.

Report a Sewer Emergency- Sewer System Overflow (SSO)
We need help from the community
If you notice any the following issues in your neighborhood, please
report it by calling Sanitary District No. 2 (415-927-5057 during the
work hours or 415-613-5437 on weekends and after hours) or
Central Marin Police dispatch (415-927-5150) as soon as possible:





Overflow of sewage from a manhole cover
Overflow of sewage from a pump station location
Sewage smell coming from the street, a creek or other waterbody
Overflow of sewage from a private property cleanout

Your Responsibilities to the Sewer System


Fats, oils, and grease aren't just bad
for your arteries and waistline;
they're bad for sewers, too. These
substances can clog sewer pipes,
leading to overflows and backups
that can create health hazards,
damage home interiors, and
threaten the environment.

Your Responsibilities to the Sewer System


"It's a Toilet, Not a Trashcan!” - People
will flush just about anything down the
toilet. To do this, however, is to risk
damaging septic tanks and city and town
wastewater treatment centers, as well as
causing toxic environmental pollution



You should not flush Feminine Hygiene
products, wet wipes, floss, Q-tips, cotton
balls, diapers, pills, paper towels,
cigarette butts etc.

Your Responsibilities to the Sewer System


Sump Pump:

NEVER connect sump pump to sewer system



Roof Drain:

NEVER connect roof drain to sewer system

Most Common Structural Issues
Deformation

Fracture - Broken

Collapse

Hole

Joint – Separated

Fracture - Multiple

Joint Offset

Fracture - Longitudinal

Most Common Structural Issues
Joint Angular

Deposits - Settled

Roughness Increased

Surface Damage – Missing Wall Reinforcement Corrode

Object Intruding Through Wall Construction Debris

Built Into Structure

Most Common Structural Issues

Roots – Ball

Corrosion (Metal Pipe)

Roots - Fine

Lining – Defective End

Infiltration Continuous Flow

Lining - Blistered

Infiltration Dripper

Abandoned Connection

Need More Information?


Visit the District’s webpage to learn more about the PSL ordinance:
https://www.townofcortemadera.org/745/Private-Sewer-Lateral-Ordinance



Call SD2 at (415)927-5057



Visit the SD2 office between the hours of 8:00AM to 11:30AM and 1PM to 3PM
Monday through Thursday

